'jar 


MINUTES 

of  the  Meeting 

of  the  Faith  and  Order 

Standing  Commission 

DUBLIN,  IRELAND 

1992 


Commission  on  Faith  and  Order 


Faith  and  Order  Paper  No.  158 


MINUTES 

of  the  Meeting 

of  the  Faith  and  Order 

Standing  Commission 

DUBLIN,  IRELAND 

1992 


Commission  on  Faith  and  Order 


Faith  and  Order  Paper  No.  158 


World  Council  of  Churches 


Commission  on  Faith  and  Order 


World  Council  of  Churches 
Geneva  1992 


ISBN  2-8254-1099-3 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


Page 

Preface  1 

Attendance  3 

A.  Papers  and  Reports  Presented  to  the  Standing  Commission 

l.  Report  of  the  Moderator:  Towards  Koinonia  in  Faith,  Life  and 

Witness  for  the  Glory  of  God  and  for  the  Sake  of  the  World  7 

II.  Report  of  the  Director:  Faith  and  Order  Activities 

June  1991  - March  1993  13 

m.  The  Purpose  and  Goal  of  the  World  Conference  (Mary  Tanner)  17 

IV.  Working  Group  on  United/Uniting  Churches  20 

V.  Preparatory  Meeting  in  Boston  23 

VI.  World  Conference:  Draft  Distribution  24 

VII.  Faith  and  Order  Plenary  Commission  26 

VIE.  World  Conference:  Finance  Update  28 

IX.  World  Conference:  Expenses  for  Staff  29 

B.  Reports  and  Decisions  of  the  Standing  Commission 

I.  Elections  33 

n.  Nominations  33 

III.  Working  Document  for  the  World  Conference  33 

IV.  Worship/Bible  Study  at  the  World  Conference  35 

V.  World  Conference:  Program m/Organization/Finance  37 

- Appendix  1 : World  Conference  Budget  42 

- Appendix  2:  Daily  Schedule  44 

- Appendix  3:  Daily  Schedule  (revised  July  1992)  49 

- Appendix  4:  Budget  Summary  55 


VI.  Other  World  Conference  Matters  58 

VII.  United/Uniting  Churches  58 

Vm. Ongoing  Faith  and  Order  Projects  59 

IX.  Finance  and  Staff  59 

X.  Expression  of  Thanks  60 

C.  Appendices 

Address  to  Faith  and  Order  Standing  Commission 

Most  Rev.  Desmond  Connell  63 

Opening  Worship:  Sermon 

Rt  Rev.  Sigqibo  Dwane  66 

Closing  Worship:  Sermon 

V.Rev.  Prof.  Emmanuel  Clapsis  69 

Membership  of  Faith  and  Order  Plenary  Commission  72 


PREFACE 


The  first  meeting  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Standing  Commission  in  the  new  working 
period  after  the  Seventh  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  1991  in  Canberra, 
Australia,  took  place  in  Rome  in  June  1991  (Minutes.  Faith  and  Order  Paper  No.  157, 
Geneva  1992).  By  then  only  half  of  the  membership  of  the  Standing  Commission  had 
been  appointed  by  the  Central  Committee  of  the  WCC.  In  September  1991,  the  Central 
Committee  appointed  the  other  half  and  altogether  over  80  members  of  the  Plenary 
Commission.  Thus,  in  a formal  sense,  the  full  Standing  Commission  met  for  the  first 
time  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  in  April  1992. 

After  the  difficult  question  of  finding  a place  for  the  Fifth  World  Conference  on  Faith 
and  Order  in  1993  had  been  settled  and  the  three  sub-committees  of  the  Standing 
Commission  on  Theme,  Worship/Bible  Studies  and  Programme,  Organization  and 
Finance  had  started  their  work  after  the  Rome  meeting,  the  Standing  Commission  in 
Dublin  could  concentrate  its  work  on  the  further  planning  of  the  World  Conference 
which  will  take  place  from  3-14  August  1993  in  Santiago  de  Compostela,  Spain.  It 
discussed  and  revised  the  draft  of  the  Working  Document  on  the  theme  of  the  World 
Conference,  Towards  Koinonia  in  Faith,  Life  and  Witness,  and  continued  the 
planning  for  the  worship  services,  Bible  studies,  programme  structure,  main  speakers 
and  participants,  organization  in  general  and  finance. 

The  Standing  Commission  elected  four  Vice-Moderators  and  nominated  three  more 
members  of  the  Standing  Commission  and  15  members  of  the  Plenary  Commission. 
They  were  appointed  by  the  Central  Committee  in  August  1992. 

The  meeting  in  Dublin  was  a first  occasion  for  Faith  and  Order  to  come  to  Ireland.  It 
was,  therefore,  an  important  opportunity  to  get  better  acquainted  with  the  history  and 
ecumenical  situation  of  this  country.  Encounters  with  Irish  church  leaders,  visits  to  the 
Irish  School  of  Ecumenics,  an  excursion  to  one  of  the  important  sites  of  Irish  and 
European  church  history,  Glendalough,  and  a worship  service  in  Christ  Church 
Cathedral  (and  visit  to  St  Patrick’s  Cathedral)  served  this  purpose.  The  Irish  School  of 
Ecumenics  with  its  director,  Rev.  Alan  Falconer,  assisted  in  the  preparation  of  the 
meeting,  and  All  Hallows  College  provided  a suitable  and  very  hospitable  home  for  our 
common  worship  services,  our  intensive  work  and  for  the  growing  personal 
acquaintance  and  friendship  among  the  members  and  consultants  of  the  Standing 
Commission. 

Immediately  following  the  meeting  of  the  Standing  Commission  a first  European 
Regional  Consultation  in  preparation  for  the  World  Conference  took  place  which  made 
suggestions  for  the  revision  of  the  draft  of  the  Working  Document.  In  July  1992  the 
preparatory  groups  for  Worship/Bible  Studies  and  for  Programme,  Organization  and 
Finance  met  at  the  venue  of  the  World  Conference,  Santiago  de  Compostela,  in  order 
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to  continue  with  the  more  detailed  planning  for  the  World  Conference.  The  series  of 
regional  preparatory  consultations  in  Africa,  Asia,  Europe,  Latin  America,  the  Middle 
East  and  the  United  States  between  September  1992  and  March  1993  will  contribute 
further  material  to  the  revision  of  the  Working  document  and  the  orientation  of  the 
World  Conference. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Commission  of  Unit  I,  of  which  Faith  and  Order  is  a part,  met 
in  Evian,  France,  in  May  1992  and  discussed  and  recommended  the  plans  of  Faith  and 
Order.  The  WCC  Central  Committee  in  August  1992  again  highlighted  the  significance 
of  the  World  Conference  and  recommended  two  priorities  for  the  future  work  of  Faith 
and  Order:  (1)  The  nature  of  the  unity  of  the  Church  as  koinonia  (World  Conference 
and  major  study  on  "Ecumenical  Perspectives  on  Ecclesiology"),  and  (2)  The  unity  of 
the  Church  and  renewal  of  human  community  with  particular  reference  to  emerging  new 
issues  such  as  ethnic  tensions  and  nationalism.  It  is,  thus,  clear  that  Faith  and  Order 
will  continue  its  service  to  the  central  aim  of  the  ecumenical  movement  in  a world  in 
which  reconciliation  and  unity  between  the  churches  and  their  common  witness  and 
service  are  more  urgently  needed  than  ever  before. 


Geneva,  September  1992 


Gunther  Gassmann,  Director 
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ATTENDANCE 


Moderator: 

Dr  Mary  Tanner 

Members: 

Rev.  Christobella  BAGH 

Rev.  Janet  CRAWFORD 

Rev.  Martin  CRESSEY 

Rev.  Dr  Paul  A.  CROW  Jr. 

Dr  Sophie  DEICHA 

Rt  Rev.  Sigqibo  DWANE 

Metropolitan  Dr  G.  Yohanna  IBRAHIM 

Dr  Kyung  Sook  LEE 

Rev.  Dr  Melanie  MAY 

Dr  Mary  O’DRISCOLL  OP 

Most  Rev.  John  ONEIYEKAN 

Rev.  Araceli  de  ROCCHIETTI 

Rev.  Raquel  RODRIGUEZ 

Rt  Rev.  Barry  ROGERSON 

Rev.  Dr  William  RUSCH 

Dr  Turid  Karl  sen  SEIM 

Mrs  Veronia  SWAI 

Prof.  Evangelos  THEODOROU 

Rev.  Fr  Jean  TILLARD 

Rev.  Prof.  Dorothea  WENDEBOURG 

Dr  YEOW  Choo  Lak 

Apologies: 

Rev.  Prof.  Yuri  AVVAKUMOW 

Metropolitan  DANIEL  of  Moldavia 

Rev.  Prof.  Duncan  FORRESTER 

Prof.  Dr  Thomas  HOYT 

Prof.  YEMBA  Kekumba 

Substitutes: 

Prof.  Nicolas  LOSSKY  (for  Rev.  Prof.  Y.  Avvakumov) 
Rev.  Dr  Michael  TIT  A (for  Metropolitan  Daniel) 

Consultants: 

V.  Rev.  Prof.  Ion  BRIA 

Metropolitan  CHRYSANTHOS  of  Limassol 

V.  Rev.  Prof.  Emmanuel  CLAPSIS 

Mgr  Salvator  DOMATO  Bua 

Rev.  Reinhard  GROSCURTH 

Mr  Fritz  LIENHARD 

Mgr  John  RADANO 
stud.theol.  Tuire  VALKEAKRI 

OKR  Klaus  WILKENS 
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Staff: 


Dr.Silke-Petra  BERG  JAN 
Rev.  Dr  Thomas  F.  BEST 
Ms  Beatrice  FLEURY 
Rev.  Dr  Gunther  GASSMANN 
V.  Rev.  Dr  Gennadios  LIMOURIS 
Mrs  Renate  SBEGHEN 


A.  PAPERS  AND  REPORTS  PRESENTED  TO  THE  COMMISSION 
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I.  TOWARDS  KOINONIA  IN  FAITH,  LIFE  AND  WITNESS 
FOR  THE  GLORY  OF  GOD  AND  FOR  THE  SAKE  OF  THE  WORLD 

Mary  Tanner 


1.  Looking  Back  to  Rome 

It  is  now  ten  months  since  the  gentle,  warm,  sunny  June  days  of  our  first  Standing 
Commission  meeting  in  Rome.  We  met  in  the  gracious  and  healing  Centro  Nazareth  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  City,  our  life  and  work  grounded  in  the  daily  round  of  prayer 
symbolized  in  the  chapel  at  the  centre  and  heart  of  the  House.  We  had  a memorable  and 
historic  meeting  with  the  Holy  Father  with  an  exchange  of  greetings  (cf.  Appendix  - 
speeches  of  the  Pope  and  of  Mary  Tanner  to  be  attached).  We  had  a significant 
discussion  with  Cardinal  Cassidy  and  Bishop  Pierre  Duprey.  I am  sorry  that  the 
Minutes  omitted  to  record  these  events  for  the  exchange  of  personal  friendship  is  an 
important,  indeed  an  indispensable  part  of  the  ecumenical  movement  and  puts  flesh  on 
our  written  words.  Gathered  for  the  first  time  we  were  to  take  hold  of  the  "baton" 
handed  to  us  by  the  outgoing  Commission  (a  "baton"  described  by  Martin  Cressey  less 
comfortably  as  more  like  a "three  pronged  trident").  We  were  reminded  by  Jean  Tillard 
and  Paul  Crow  not  to  view  our  work  as  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  in  isolation 
apart  from  that  movement  which  extends  back  behind  the  formation  of  the  WCC  and 
extends  now  "in  inter-relations  of  churches,  councils  of  churches,  bilateral  and 
multilateral  dialogues  and  the  prayer  for  unity  which  goes  up  to  God  from  local 
churches  and  faithful  Christians  all  over  the  world"  (Martin  Cressey,  Mid-Stream,  Vol. 
31,  No.  1,  January  1992,  p.  39). 

In  Rome  we  were  the  "half-Commission"  appointed  by  the  Central  Committee  after 
Canberra,  strengthened,  of  course,  by  observers  and  friends.  Some  of  our  energies  had 
to  be  devoted  to  providing  a slate  of  names  for  "filling  out"  the  Standing  Commission 
and  the  Plenary  Commission.  It  is  a time-consuming,  difficult  but  important  task  if  our 
Faith  and  Order  Commission  is  to  be  rightly  inclusive.  The  Central  Committee,  meeting 
in  Geneva  in  September,  completed  the  number  in  the  Commission  and  appointed  a 
further  60  names  for  the  Plenary  Commission.  Here  the  Nominations  Committee, 
under  the  moderatorship  of  Veronica  Swai,  will  need  to  meet  to  finish  this  work  of 
adding  to  our  number.  And,  now  that  we  are  a full  complement  of  Standing 
Commission,  the  Nominations  Committee  must  bring  to  us  suggestions  of  names  for  our 
Vice-Moderators.  I have  felt  strangely  lonely  this  last  year,  vulnerable,  for  I am  used 
to  a model  of  shared  leadership.  I look  forward  in  the  next  days  to  that  being  put  right. 

In  Rome  we  inevitably  reflected  upon  the  Canberra  Assembly  with  its  tensions  and 
grave  predictions  for  the  ecumenical  fellowship  and  its  proposals  for  the  re-structuring 
and  for  the  agenda  of  the  World  Council.  This  is  not  the  time  to  go  over  all  of  that, 
though  I hope  tomorrow  we  shall  have  some  discussion  of  the  new  four-Unit  structure 
of  the  World  Council,  of  our  part  in  Unit  I,  Unity  and  Renewal,  and  our  provisional 
name  "Ecclesial  Unity;  Faith  and  Order" , a discussion  which  will  prepare  those  of  us 
who  go  to  the  Unit  I Commission  meeting  in  May,  to  represent  your  views  and  speak 
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with  your  backing.  If  we  are  to  give  to  the  other  Units  some  of  the  riches  of  our 
insights  we  must  also  expect  to  learn  from  them.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I am  glad  to 
have  Prof.  Ion  Bria  with  us. 

What  I do  want  to  underline  from  the  Canberra  Assembly  is  the  statement,  adopted  by 
the  whole  Assembly:  The  Unity  of  the  Church  as  Koinonia:  Gift  and  Calling.  We  can 
trace  with  some  pride  the  development  of  that  statement  from  our  Faith  and  Order  work 
in  Etchmiadzin  and  Dunblane  to  its  revision  and  final  form  in  Canberra.  The  three  texts 
are  printed  on  pages  82-86  of  the  Rome  Minutes.  I remain  convinced  that  this  is  a 
crucial  statement  for  all  its  faults,  and  it  does  have  faults,  for  the  ecumenical  vision  in 
this  last  decade  of  the  ecumencial  century  and  indeed  for  our  World  Conference  in 
1993.  It  is  quite  right  that  it  is  so  firmly  embedded  now  in  our  Working  Document  both 
in  the  section  of  the  Introduction  and  in  references  and  quotations  throughout  the  sub- 
themes. 

Most  of  our  time  in  Rome  was  spent  in  the  careful,  and  I believe,  responsible  planning 
for  our  Fifth  World  Conference.  We  had  an  overall  theme:  Towards  Koinonia  in  Faith. 
Life  and  Witness,  a title  formulated  as  long  ago  as  Budapest  in  1989.  It  is  a title  which 
allows  us  to  harvest  so  much  valuable  work  done  since  Montreal:  Confessing  the  One 
Faith:  Baptism.  Eucharist  and  Ministry:  Church  and  World.  A group  worked  on 
Worship  and  Bible  Study  (with  Janet  Crawford  as  Moderator,  Tom  Best  and  Beatrice 
Fleury  as  staff  persons);  a group  on  the  Theme  and  Sub-Themes  (with  Metropolitan 
Ibrahim  as  Moderator  and  Gunther  Gassmann  assisted  by  Gennadios  Limouris  as  staff 
persons);  and  a group  on  overall  programme,  organization  and  finance  (chaired  by  Paul 
Crow  and  staffed  by  Gennadios  Limouris  and  Renate  Sbeghen).  Each  of  the  groups 
worked  hard  and  produced  sound  and  clear  directions  in  its  area  (paras  43-56  of  the 
Minutes  of  Rome).  It  was  strange  to  leave  Rome  with  a theme  and  sub-themes,  and  so 
much  detailed  planning  but  not  to  know  where  we  were  going.  The  Commission, 
however,  left  firm  instructions  in  a resolution  (cf.  p.  70).  The  staff  were  to  explore: 
Hong  Kong;  Birmingham  and  Cyprus.  I,  as  Moderator,  in  consultation  with  the  staff, 
on  the  basis  of  data  found,  was  asked  to  make  and  announce  a decision  on  the  location 
by  1 September  1991. 

And  so  we  parted  from  Rome,  welded  into  a community  of  prayer  and  committed  to 
the  search  for  visible  unity,  committed  to  one  another  and  committed  to  harvesting  the 
work  of  Faith  and  Order  and  the  Faith  and  Order  Movement  in  a World  Conference, 
and  to  discerning  fresh  impulses  and  directions  for  the  future.  "We  were  on  our  way 
together. " 

2.  From  Rome  to  Dublin 

It  would  take  too  long  to  detail  the  events  from  Janet  Craw-  ford’s  letter  telling  of  the 
difficulties  with  Hong  Kong,  the  visits  to  Birmingham  by  Gennadios  Limouris,  Gunther 
Gassmann,  Barry  Rogerson  and  myself,  Gennadios’  visit  to  Cyprus  and  finally 
Gennadios’  solo  visit  and  visit  with  me  to  Santiago  de  Compostela,  which  all  led  to  my 
taking  the  decision  on  November  9,  on  your  behalf,  to  go  to  Santiago  de  Compostela. 

I simply  want  to  say  that  it  was  a decision  taken  as  late  as  November  9 in  the  light  of 
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the  sure  knowledge  that  without  the  generous  invitation  of  the  Archbishop  of 
Compostela  we  should  most  certainly  have  had  to  postpone  the  World  Conference.  I 
took  the  decision  believing  that  freedom  had  been  given  to  me  in  the  words  of  the 
Resolution,  and  in  full  knowledge  of  all  we  had  said  about  a place  both  at  Dunblane  and 
in  Rome.  I want  to  say  a special  word  of  gratitude  to  the  Archbishop  of  Compostela  for 
his  kindness  and  to  Mgr  Domato  Bua  for  his  support  and  encouragement.  We  need  to 
acknowledge  that  to  host  such  a Conference  as  ours  may  ensure  a place  in  the  history 
books  of  the  ecumenical  movement  but  it  brings  with  it  the  certainty  of  hard  work  and 
disruption  of  one’s  own  life.  I want  also  to  pay  a special  tribute  to  Gennadios  Limouris. 
No  one  knows  better  than  I do,  how  ferociously  Gennadios  worked  on  our  behalf,  his 
diplomacy,  ingenuity  and  his  care  for  me  in  the  particular  rough  and  tumble  of  the  hunt 
for  the  conference  centre  I thank  him. 

Santiago  de  Compostela  is  enchanting,  amazing,  romantic  and  offers  us  so  much  of  that 
very  particular  accommodation  needed  for  a Conference  which  prays  and  works  and  has 
fellowship  in  eating  and  drinking  together.  Of  course,  not  all  the  elements  we  desired 
are  fulfilled  by  Santiago  de  Compostela.  It  is  not  a mixed  ecumenical  context,  but  we 
shall  carry  that  in  our  lives  and  commitments.  It  is  not  a multi-faith  context  as 
Birmingham  would  have  been.  But  I quickly  recognized  that  no  site  would  give  us  all 
we  longed  for.  What  Santiago  de  Compostela  will  provide  is  a place  that  is  prayed  in, 
a place  of  theological  learning  and  not  a site  of  decaffinated,  intercontinental  hotels.  It 
is  not  a site  without  ambiguity.  Some  of  our  members  and  others  spoke  of  this  when 
we  met  in  Boston.  There  can  be  no  glossing  over  of  this.  There  must  be  a careful  and 
painful  listening  to  one  another.  Pope  John  Paul  II  once  said:  "cleansing  our  memories 
will  include  the  frank  recognition  of  wrongs  and  errors  in  our  behaviour  towards  one 
another" . 

Indeed,  there  has  to  be  a healing,  a reconciliation  of  memories.  Reconciliation  for  us 
must  mean  the  recognition  of  the  interdependence  of  our  histories  and  the  appropriation 
of  each  other’s  histories,  through  which  each  empowers  the  other  to  be  free.  Through 
such  reconciliation  of  memories  a new  identity  will  be  born.  Nor  is  the  Saint-James 
encountered  at  Santiago  de  Compostela  without  ambiguity.  Compostela  itself  knows  that 
the  James  of  the  Gospels,  as  indeed  the  Mary  of  the  Gospels,  has  spoken  in  different 
ways  and  under  different  guises.  There  is  the  James  of  the  early  romanesque  period; 
James,  the  pilgrim  figure  of  medieval  Europe;  and  the  James  of  the  baroque  era,  the 
leader  of  the  reconquest  from  Moorish  aggression.  These  are  superimposed  upon  one 
another. 

Nor  is  the  pilgrimage  image  without  its  ambiguity  either  with  its  particular  implications 
for  other  faith  communities.  But  it  is  surely  a biblical  theme  there  in  the  Hebrew 
Scriptures,  there  in  the  Greek  Scriptures.  But  Santiago  de  Compostela,  no  more  than 
the  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  nor  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  the  fairest  of  all  cities 
where  God  had  chosen  to  dwell,  is  the  end  of  our  pilgrimage.  All  pilgrim  sites  simply 
testify  to  a longing  and  a desire  deep  within  us  for  the  unity  and  healing,  the  completion 
and  perfection  that  belongs  to  God’s  heavenly  Jerusalem,  and  belongs  only  to  that 
heavenly  place  and  our  souls  are  restless  till  they  rest  there.  All  pilgrimages,  all  pilgrim 
sites,  are  called  to  point  beyond  themselves.  And  perhaps  what  is  most  significant  is  the 
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thought  of  the  journey  itself  side  by  side,  together  on  the  way,  worshipping,  talking, 
eating,  telling  stories  and  laughing,  delighting  in  each  other’s  company  in  a wholeness 
of  life  together;  not  just  facing  one  another  across  a conference  table.  So  we  thank  God 
that  we  have  found  a place  and  will  be  welcomed  by  Christians  there  for  those  few  days 
on  our  longer  journey. 

Since  Rome,  the  Worship  and  Bible  Study  Group  met  in  Wimbledon  in  December;  the 
Theme/Sub-Theme  Group  met  in  Bristol  later  in  December  and  the  Overall  Planning 
Organisation  Group  met  in  an  extended  planning  group  in  Boston.  All  of  these  groups 
will  report  in  detail  on  their  work  and  bring  their  recommendations  to  us.  I spent  time 
at  all  of  these  meetings  and  have  been  greatly  encouraged  by  the  progress  that  has  been 
made. 

I want  only  to  highlight  the  meeting  of  the  first  of  our  regional  consultations  at  Boston, 
guests  at  the  Holy  Cross  Greek  Orthodox  School  of  Theology,  where  we  have  received 
generous  hospitality  before.  As  the  first  of  a series  of  regional  consultations  around  the 
theme  and  sub-themes  of  the  World  Conference  it  was  something  of  a "guinea  pig".  I 
have  received  letters  from  inveterate  conference  goers  who  claim  it  to  have  been  one 
of  the  most  important  North  American  meetings  on  church  unity. 

Certainly  the  first  evening’s  informal  exchange  on  hopes  for  a World  Conference 
revealed  the  overwhelming  sense  of  the  time-lines  of  a World  Conference,  the  on- 
targetness  of  our  theme  and,  in  face  of  the  dwindling  ecumenical  commitment,  the  hope 
that  it  will  provide  a "kick  start"  for  the  ecumenical  movement.  But,  it  also  revealed 
some  weaknesses  and  unclarities  in  our  own  thinking  and  planning  for  Regional 
Consultations.  We  in  Faith  and  Order  need  to  be  grateful  for  having  these  faults 
exposed: 

what  exactly  were  we  expecting  in  sharing  our  theme  and  sub-themes? 
how  were  the  responses  and  reflections  of  North  America  to  be  used  in  such  a 
way  that  North  America,  the  first  consultation,  did  not  determine  the  direction 
and  text  for  all  other  regional  consultations,  thus  re-inforcing  a colonial 
domination? 

when  and  how  would  the  reflections  "impact"  the  Working  Document? 

My  subsequent  reflections  have  led  me  to  think  that  we  need  here  in  Dublin  to  put 
much  clearer  guidelines  to  the  regional  consultations  if  we  are  to  harvest  all  the  good 
things  - the  specificities  of  the  local,  what  is  authentically  Indian,  African,  American. 
I think  it  can  be  done  by  formulating  a few  sharp  invitational  questions  to  be  used  at 
each  consultation: 

why  in  your  context  do  you  think  a World  Conference  on  the  theme  "Towards 
Koinonia  in  Faith,  Life  and  Witness"  is  important? 
what  is  it  you  find  helpful  in  each  of  the  sub-themes  for  your  context? 
what  is  missing? 

what  challenges  would  you  want  to  emerge  from  such  a conference  for  your 
Church,  for  the  ecumenical  movement,  for  the  WCC? 
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The  attention  of  consultations  ought,  I believe,  to  be  moved  away  from  the  task  of  re- 
drafting phrases  and  sentences  in  a text.  With  carefully  crafted  invitational  questions  we 
could  ensure  that  the  cultural  specificities  of  the  regions  are  given  voice  and  gathered 
around  our  text.  We  just  might  then  end  up  with  a series  of  fascinating  regional 
vignettes  around  the  theme,  to  be  taken  into  account  at  the  final  drafting.  This  might 
make  our  text  resonant  with  the  particularities  of  race,  culture,  traditions  and  histories 
that  come  from  lived  experience.  At  the  very  least  we  could  draw  the  reports  together 
into  a Faith  and  Order  paper  available  to  participants  in  the  World  Conference.  I feel 
there  is  a priority  about  this  if  we  are  to  use  the  valuable  resources  offered  and  spent 
in  regional  consultations. 


I am  grateful  to  the  North  American  theologians  for  being  guinea  pigs  that  squealed  but 
who  were  appreciative  at  the  same  time.  We  can  now  move  confidently,  with  mere 
intention  and  focus  to  our  series  of  regional  consultation  set  out  in  Appendix  I (p.  14 
of  the  Boston  Report,  FO/92:2): 


Ireland/Europe 

Africa 

Asia 

North  America 
Latin  America 
Europe 


10-12  April 

29  September  - 6 October 
20-29  October 
23-25  October 
February  1993 
26-29  March  1993 


3.  Our  Work  in  Dublin 

From  all  of  this  it  is  clear  that  our  work  here  in  Dublin  will  necessarily  centre  upon  the 
preparations  for  the  World  Conference.  After  we  have  heard  the  reports  of  work  done 
by  the  three  groups  we  shall  have  to  spend  time  working  in  three  groups  refining  and 
clarifying  plans,  bringing  clear  and  sharp  proposals  back  to  the  Commission.  A special 
priority  must  be  to  refine  the  study  document  so  that  we,  as  a group,  can  gladly  and 
confidently  give  it  over  to  the  next  stage  of  its  life.  So  that  we  can  invite  the  churches, 
ecumenical  commissions,  the  regional  consultations  to  engage  with  it.  And,  I hope,  we 
can  give  some  thought  to  whether  we  might  invite  the  Central  Committee  and  the  Units 
and  Sub-Units,  and  Bossey,  to  take  it  into  their  work  in  the  next  18  months  as  a sign 
that  Faith  and  Order  is  not  concerned  to  work  in  isolation  but  in  partnership. 

In  addition  we  shall  give  time  to  hearing  reports  on  the  other  work  of  Faith  and  Order, 
the  restructuring  of  the  Council  and,  what  I continue  to  believe  very  important  the  work 
of  the  United  and  Uniting  Churches.  And  we  must  take  time  to  listen  and  learn  from 
the  very  special  experience  of  this  country:  a study  of  pain  and  brokenness,  of 
community  polarisation,  prejudice  and  bigotry,  where  ecumenism  is  a "tender  plant" 
and  the  term  "ecumenical  clergy"  is  a term  of  derision!  But  a story  too  with  signs  of 
hope  against  hope  as  Gordon  Gray  described  in  that  poem  at  Bangalore  when  he  said: 
hope."  And  we  must  take  time  to  enjoy  ourselves,  to  enjoy  one  another  in  a fellowship 
of  prayer  and  a fellowship  of  the  table. 
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I could  not  finish  this  looking  back  at  Rome,  this  accounting  for  what  we  have 
accomplished  from  Rome  to  Dublin  and  what  we  hope  to  accomplish  without  paying 
tribute  to  the  staff  who  have  all  worked  under  great  pressure  to  tight  deadlines.  We 
remember  Eileen  Chapman,  to  whom  we  said  farewell  in  the  autumn.  We  greet  Beatrice 
Fleury  who  has  joined  us  in  Eileen’s  place  and  who  brings  to  us  very  special  gifts  and 
graces  with  her  skills  in  French  and  her  interest  in  spirituality.  We  greet  Silke-Petra 
Bergjan  seconded  to  us  by  the  characteristic  generosity  of  the  German  churches:  we 
welcome  her  and  congratulate  her  on  achieving  her  doctorate.  We  recognize  again  the 
immense  skills  and  continuing  memory  of  Renate  Sbeghen  without  whose  flare  for 
organization  and  interest  in  us  as  individuals  a World  Conference  would  hardly  be 
imaginable.  We  thank  Tom  Best  for  his  constancy  and  skills  in  Unity  and  Renewal,  in 
planning  worship  and  so  much  else.  Gennadios  I have  already  mentioned  for  his  work 
in  finding  us  a place  but  to  that  we  must  add  his  theological  skills  and  energy.  That 
leaves  Gunther  Gassmann,  the  Director,  like  all  Directors  overworked  because  so  many 
people  recognize  in  him  skills  they  need  and  want  to  share.  I have  been  grateful  for  the 
meetings  I have  had  with  the  staff,  for  friendship  shared  with  each  of  them  individually 
and  I have  appreciated  reading  the  regular  reports  of  their  staff  meetings.  I assure  them 
at  this  meeting  and  in  the  very  demanding  matter  ahead  of  our  support  and  help. 

Let  the  work  we  do  here,  the  work  of  the  next  16  months,  the  continuation  of  this  work 
in  Santiago  de  Compostela,  and  the  work  beyond  be  Towards  Koinonia  in  Faith,  Life 
and  Witness  and  let  it  be  for  the  glory  of  God  and  for  the  sake  of  the  world.  May  it 
be  in  the  light  of  that  divine  glory  and  in  looking  outwards  to  God’s  world. 
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H.  REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR 

FAITH  AND  ORDER  ACTIVITIES 
June  1991  - March  1992 

Gunther  Gassmann 


1 . Continuity  and  New  Beginning 

Faith  and  Order  is  sometimes  mildly  ridiculed  for  being  an  element  or  haven  of  stability 
and  continuity  within  an  ever-changing  ecumenical  scene  and  World  Council  of 
Churches.  The  recent  efforts  to  re-structure  the  WCC  provided  a wonderful  occasion 
for  a rhetoric  with  enthusiastic  outbursts  about  change  and  newness  and  a corresponding 
critique  of  Faith  and  Order’s  reluctance  to  join  this  enthusiasm.  Now,  after  the  new 
structure  of  the  WCC  is  beginning  to  take  shape,  it  becomes  apparent  that  there  is  much 
more  continuity  of  tasks,  relationships  and  programmes  in  the  WCC  that  was 
realistically  admitted.  One  could  even  say  that  there  is  too  little  change  and  re-focusing 
in  the  programmes  and  projects  of  the  WCC  so  far.  The  old  and  confusing  multiplicity 
and  proliferation  of  programmes  is  still  with  us  and  needs  to  be  radically  changed. 
Thus,  Faith  and  Order  is,  after  all,  not  in  such  a bad  shape  with  its  insistence  on  clear 
priorities  and  its  consistent  effort  to  carry  them  through  until  results  can  be  offered  to 
the  churches. 

This  insistence  on  continuity  is,  however,  set  into  a framework  of  a new  beginning. 
This  is  quite  natural  after  a WCC  Assembly  (Canberra  1991)  and  the  beginning  of  a 
new  working  period  of  the  WCC,  which  includes  also  the  appointment  of  a new  Faith 
and  Order  Commission.  More  specifically,  this  new  beginning  is  also  marked  by  the 
fact  that  since  Canberra  the  orientation  of  Faith  and  Order  is  directed  to  the  Fifth  World 
Conference  in  1993. 

We  have,  thus,  entered  a decisive  period  in  the  recent  history  of  Faith  and  Order  which 
will  be  a test  of  our  ability  to  render  another  important  contribution  to  the  ecumenical 
movement  in  the  years  before  the  end  of  this  century.  Given  the  fact  that  for  30  years 
there  has  been  no  World  Conference  and  that  high  expectations  are  associated  with  the 
Conference  in  1993,  we  are,  indeed,  facing  a major  challenge  and  opportunity. 

2.  A New  Commission  and  a New  Structure 

Even  during  the  preliminary  discussions  about  a new  structure  for  the  WCC  it  was  no 
question  for  the  majority  of  those  involved  that  Faith  and  Order  should  preserve  its 
identity  and  role.  Consequently,  it  was  no  problem  for  the  new  Central  Committee  to 
appoint  half  of  the  Standing  Commission  in  February  1991  and  the  other  half,  together 
with  about  60  members  of  the  Plenary  Commission,  in  September  1991.  The 
preparation  of  these  appointments  by  contacting  the  churches  and  informing  them  and 
the  new  members  took  quite  a lot  of  our  time  since  the  June  1991  meeting  of  the 
Standing  Commission.  The  working  instrument  of  Faith  and  Order  is  now  in  place  and 
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the  only  remaining  task  is  to  fill  the  remaining  (about  30)  places  on  the  Plenary 
Commission. 

Even  more  time  was  spent  discussing  the  new  structure  of  the  WCC  and  in  the  many 
meetings  - since  January  1992  - destined  to  implement  it.  Faith  and  Order  is  now  part 
of  a new  Unit  I on  "Unity  and  Renewal",  together  with  the  former  sub-units  on 
"Renewal  and  Congregational  Life"  and  "Programme  on  Theological  Education/ 
Bossey".  Within  that  Unit  the  - provisional  - name  of  our  "staff  group"  is  "Ecclesial 
Unity  - Faith  and  Order"  (and,  according  to  our  By-Laws  we  remain  the  "Secretariat 
of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission"  with  its  director).  There  is  a common  budget  for 
Unit  I,  but  each  "stream"  or  "staff  group"  has  its  own  sub-budget.  There  has  developed 
a good  spirit  of  co-operation  in  the  new  Unit,  but  the  question  of  the  relationship 
between  a unified  Unit  and  the  continuing  specific  identity  of  Faith  and  Order  on  the 
staff  level  has  not  yet  been  clarified  and  solved.  The  language  of  "streams"  or  "staff 
teams"  indicates  a tendency  or  danger  to  obscure  a clear  identity  and  position  of  Faith 
and  Order. 

With  the  creation  of  Unit  Commissions  another  new  factor  has  been  established.  These 
Commissions  are  clearly  sub-ordinated  to  the  Central  Committee,  but  they  are  of 
programmatic  importance  and  have,  to  some  degree,  also  a say  in  financial  and  staffing 
matters.  There  are  obviously  tensions  with  the  By-Laws  of  Faith  and  Order  and 
especially  the  authority  of  its  Standing  Commission  and  its  Officers.  Members  of  Faith 
and  Order  are  well  represented  on  the  new  Unit  I Commission.  Nevertheless,  after  the 
meeting  of  the  new  Commissions  in  May  1992  we  have  to  take  up  the  issue  of  our  By- 
Laws  in  order  to  clarify  the  situation.  There  is  much  good  will  both  in  the  Executive 
and  Central  Committees  towards  Faith  and  Order.  But  By-Laws  and  other  rules  are 
made  to  help  in  situations  of  conflict  and  divergent  interests. 

3.  The  Preparations  of  the  World  Conference 

Between  June  and  November  1991  much  time  was  spent  on  the  search  for  a place  of 
the  World  Conference.  Visits  to  the  three  places  listed  by  the  Standing  Commission  in 
June  - Birmingham,  Hong  Kong  and  Nicosia/Cyprus  - clearly  indicated  that  facilities 
and  costs  ruled  them  out.  Additional  visits  to  Arusha/Tanzania  and  Eindhoven/Holland 
had  the  same  result.  A Conference  of  CEC  at  Santiago  de  Compostela/Spain  attracted 
out  attention  to  this  place,  and  after  visits  of  Dr  Limouris  and  then  Dr  Tanner  together 
with  Dr  Limouris,  the  Moderator  decided  to  choose  Santiago  de  Compostela  as  site  of 
the  Conference.  There,  we  will  have  adequate  facilities,  lower  costs  than  in  other  places 
and  a good  atmosphere  for  the  Conference  in  a seminary  and  historic  environment.  The 
local  Archbishop  and  his  staff  show  great  interest  and  are  ready  to  help,  and  the 
Spanish  Protestant  Church  will  be  involved  as  much  as  possible.  They  will  be  visited, 
together  with  the  Spanish  Bishop’s  Conference,  by  the  Director  in  the  coming  months. 

Of  the  three  preparatory  committees  appointed  in  June  1991,  the  Worship/Bible  Study 
Committee  developed  first  plans  at  a meeting  in  London  last  November  and  the 
Committee  on  Theme  and  Sub-Themes  prepared  in  December  1991  in  Bristol  a first 
draft  of  the  Working  Document  (FO/92:l).  In  January  1992  the  first  of  the  regional 
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consultations  took  place  in  Boston  for  North  America.  This  was  a most  stimulating  and 
helpful  encounter,  but  the  participants  also  wished  that  their  comments  and  suggestions 
on  the  draft  Working  Document  (FO/92:3)  should  not  have  an  unduly  influence  on  the 
further  development  of  the  Working  Document  before  other  consultations  will  have 
made  their  suggestions.  At  the  consultations  and  afterwards  the  limited  representation 
of  the  churches  in  the  United  States  was  criticized  and  the  suggestion  to  hold  another 
small  consultation  in  October  1992  was  welcomed. 

The  Boston  consultation  was  immediately  followed  by  a preparatory  meeting  with 
members  of  the  Standing  Commission.  This  provided  a first  occasion  for  the  Committee 
on  Programme,  Organization  and  Finance  to  develop  initial  plans  for  the  many  aspects 
(participants,  programme,  preparatory  process  and  material,  etc.)  which  need  to  be 
clarified  during  these  months.  Other  groups  in  Boston  dealt  with  the  Working  Document 
and  the  first  plans  of  the  Worship/Bible  Study  Committee.  The  reports  of  the  Boston 
meeting  (FO/92:2)  represent  a good  basis  for  further  work.  On  the  basis  of  the  work 
done  in  Boston  a small  group  prepared  in  Paris  last  February  a revised  draft  of  the 
Working  Document  (FO/92:l  [Rev.]). 

After  the  place  of  the  World  Conference  had  been  settled,  the  Director,  in  November 
1991,  wrote  letters  to  28  WCC  member  churches  and  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
asking  for  financial  contributions.  So  far,  seven  have  responded  and  all  in  a positive 
way.  Of  the  Sfr  900.000  (200.000  from  the  Commission  Reserve  and  700.000  Special 
Funding  Request)  about  Sfr  450.000  have  been  received  or  firmly  pledged.  If  the  other 
churches  respond  in  a similar  way,  the  finances  for  the  World  Conference  will  be 
assured.  But  we  are  operating  with  a tight  budget  and  some  additional  income  would 
help  us  to  cope  with  unforeseen  expenditure.  The  Director  has  also  prepared  a 
provisional  financial  calculation  for  the  preparatory  meetings  and  consultations  proposed 
for  the  remaining  months  in  1992.  This  shows  the  necessity  of  radical  cuts  if  we  are  to 
stay  within  the  Sfr  100.000  which  are  available  for  these  meetings  and  consultations. 

4.  Ongoing  Work 

Together  with  the  preparations  for  the  World  Conference  we  were  involved  both  in  the 
follow-up  of  our  former  three  main  studies  and  in  the  ongoing  tasks  of  Faith  and  Order. 
There  are  still  requests  for  help  with  regard  to  the  still  ongoing  discussion  of  the 
Baptism,  Eucharist  and  Ministry  document  (e.g.  two  new  translations  into  Pacific 
languages)  and  the  general  concern  about  next  steps  beyond  this  document. 
Considerable  time  was  spent  on  sending  the  main  results  of  the  three  studies  - Baptism, 
Eucharist  and  Ministry  1982-1990,  Church  and  World,  and  Confessing  the  One  Faith  - 
to  the  churches  and  on  preparing  their  French  translations.  A Swedish  and  a Portuguese 
translation  of  "Confessing  the  One  Faith"  is  in  preparation  and  a second  English  edition 
had  to  be  printed.  All  three  documents  find  considerable  interest.  This  is  also  the  case 
with  regard  to  our  study  project  on  Ecumenical  Perspectives  of  Ecclesiology,  but  here 
our  possibilities  are  limited  during  the  preparations  for  the  World  Conference.  Our  new 
colleague,  Dr  Silke-Petra  Bergjan,  is  preparing  an  overview  on  main  ecclesiological 
perspectives  in  the  history  of  Faith  and  Order  as  a first  contribution  to  this  project. 
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Lack  of  time  has  also  prevented  us  to  work  on  the  "short  text"  for  the  Apostolic  Faith 
project  (cf.  Dunblane  Minutes  1990,  p.  60-62). 

Among  our  ongoing  tasks  we  prepared  the  annual  consultation  with  the  Pontifical 
Council  for  Promoting  Christian  Unity  for  the  Week  of  Prayer  1993,  which  too  place 
at  Kappel/Switzerland  in  October  1991.  The  reports  of  the  Fifth  Forum  on  Bilateral 
Conversations  were  published,  together  with  a detailed  list  of  all  international  bilateral 
dialogues  (Faith  and  Order  Paper  No.  156).  The  Survey  of  Church  Union  Negotiations 
1988-1991,  prepared  by  Dr  Best,  has  recently  been  published  (Faith  and  Order  Paper 
No.  154). 

Within  Unit  I,  Faith  and  Order  will  carry  special  responsibility  for  theological  reflection 
on  the  Christian-Jewish  dialogue  (together  with  the  office  on  relationships),  for  work 
on  ecclesiological  implications  of  JPIC  (together  with  Unit  II),  and  we  are  co-operating 
with  the  other  groups  in  Unit  I (e.g.  in  the  area  of  "inclusive  community"  and  in 
preparing  the  World  Conference).  Staff  members  are  engaged  in  a number  of  general 
WCC  activities. 

Ms  Beatrice  Fleury  has  joined  the  staff  in  November  1991  after  we  had  said  farewell 
to  Mrs  Eileen  Chapman  and  thanked  her  for  her  long  and  committed  service.  The  fairly 
long  vacancy  in  the  EKD-seconded  staff  position  ended  with  the  arrival  of  Dr  Silke- 
Petra  Bergjan  in  December  1991,  who  concluded  her  doctoral  examination  in  March 
1991. 

We  had  constant  and  intensive  contacts  with  our  Moderator,  Dr  Mary  Tanner,  and  were 
very  much  helped  by  her  care  for  the  well-being  of  the  staff  and  her  guidance  for  our 
work.  We  have  again  experienced  the  support  of  Dr  Emilio  Castro,  the  General 
Secretary  of  the  WCC,  Prof.  Todor  Sabev,  Moderator  of  the  (old)  Unit  I,  and  of  Prof. 
Ion  Bria,  the  interim  Convenor  of  the  (new)  Unit  I.  Together  with  all  my  colleagues  I 
am  looking  forward  to  the  closing  worship  service  of  the  Faith  and  Order  World 
Conference  on  13  August  1993,  hoping  that  with  the  committed  support  of  the  Standing 
Commission  we  get  safely  and  successfully  to  that  day! 
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m.  THE  PURPOSE  AND  GOAL  OF  THE  WORLD  CONFERENCE 

Mary  Tanner 


The  Standing  Commission  has  asked  me  to  say  something  about  the  purpose  and  goal 
of  the  World  Conference.  I find  it  difficult  to  make  any  sense  of  holding  a World 
Conference  on  Faith  and  Order,  the  first  for  30  years,  without  setting  it  in  a broad 
context  of  the  world  and  the  churches  today.  One  thing  is  hardly  ever  out  of  my  mind: 
the  World  Conference  in  Santiago  de  Compostela,  Spain,  in  August  of  1993  will  take 
place  in  a world  in  change,  in  a world  in  pain,  in  a creation  "groaning  in  travail". 
Events  are  happening  so  fast,  economically,  politically,  socially,  ecologically  that  it  is 
impossible  to  predict  what  may  happen  by  1993.  Which  of  us  could  have  predicted  the 
events  of  1991?  But  what  is  sure  is  that  the  struggles,  conflicts,  imbalances,  wars  of 
horror,  sectarian  violence,  threats  to  creation,  hardening  of  attitudes  of  those  of  other 
faiths  towards  one  another  will  all  be  a part  of  the  scene.  Of  course,  it  is  easy  to 
overstate,  to  be  alarmist.  There  are  acts  of  individual  generosity  and  godliness,  there 
are  community  acts  of  generosity  and  kindliness  and  inventions  of  science  and 
technology  to  alieviate  suffering.  But,  in  the  struggles  of  the  world,  the  forces  of  death 
and  destruction  do  seem  fearfully  to  have  the  upper  hand  in  our  world  and  in  ourselves. 
What,  in  front  of  our  world  have  we  to  say?  What  have  we  to  say  to  the  world  about 
its  own  possibilities?  Can  we  hold  out  a model  of  living  and  loving  together  that  will 
attract  and  be  credible?  If  in  a World  Conference  we  are  unable  to  give  at  least  a 
glimpse  of  another  way  of  being  human  together,  we  shall  have  failed:  failed  the  world, 
which  the  church  is  called  to  serve  and  for  which  it  is  to  be  sign.  If  we  cannot  offer  a 
credible  model,  we  shall  lose  credibility  with  other  parts  of  the  ecumenical  movement. 

The  second  context  in  which  the  World  Conference  will  take  place  is  the  turmoil  of  the 
ecumenical  movement.  We  are  in  a "winter  df  ecumenism".  After  Canberra  the  WCC 
has  lost  much  credibility  with  some  churches.  The  Council,  some  say,  has  become  a 
Council  of  movements  and  not  of  churches;  the  heart  seems  to  have  gone  out  of  the 
WCC.  Further,  there  is  a hardening  of  fundamentalist  and  conservative  attitudes  in 
some  of  our  churches.  Some  of  our  most  promising  bilateral  dialogues  are  in  tension 
and  confusion.  As  Paul  Crow  described  to  us  in  Rome,  many,  even  within  the  WCC, 
are  satisfied  to  co-exist  in  division  and  the  ecumenical  model  assumed  by  many  is 
"cooperation  in  service"  without  commitment  to  ecclesial  unity.  And,  what  I find  hard 
to  bear  is  when  one-time  passionate  ecumenists  publically  confess  that  they  no  longer 
believe  in  a goal  of  visible  unity,  the  search  is  a "will  of  the  wisp".  It  is  not  a question 
of  people  outside  the  churches  finding  our  divisions  scandalous;  it  is  those  inside  the 
churches  who  do  not  find  it  a scandal  either.  Of  course,  as  with  the  world,  it  is  easy 
to  overstate  and  to  forget  the  progress  made  in  sharing  in  ecumenical  projects,  in  acts 
of  reconciliation,  in  joint  oversight.  But  there  is  certainly  a loss  of  nerve  and  there  is 
a lack  of  vision. 

I cannot  make  sense  of  a World  Conference  without  this  context  of  the  world  and  the 
ecumenical  movement.  When  I think  about  that  there  does  seem  to  me  to  be  a kairos 
point,  a "crisis  of  possibility".  In  this  context  I do  not  think  Faith  and  Order  as  a 
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Commission,  nor  as  a movement,  needs  to  be  fearful  nor  to  be  silent.  We  have  got 
something  to  say.  We  have  got  riches  to  harvest  and  to  offer.  It  is  not  so  much  our 
separate  items  of  achievement  whether  on  Scripture  and  Tradition  or  convergence  on 
baptism,  eucharist  and  ministry.  But  it  is  rather  a time  for  bringing  together  and 
welding  together,  the  different  bits  of  the  "jigsaw"  into  a whole,  so  that  we  offer  a 
"mobilising  vision",  "a  portraiture"  of  the  unity  of  the  Church.  We  can  say  this  is 
where  we  think  we  are  and  this  is  where  we  think  we  are  moving  in  the  search  for  the 
visible  unity  of  the  Church.  And  this  is  summed  up  in  the  title  for  our  Conference: 
Towards  koinonia  in  faith,  life  and  witness. 

We  have  indeed  got  something  to  say  about  what  we  perceive  together  about  the 
underlying  nature  and  reality  of  the  Church,  about  koinonia.  Some  of  our  World 
Communions  and  our  bilateral  dialogues,  as  well  as  Faith  and  Order,  have  grasped 
afresh  the  biblical  notion  of  koinonia.  It  is  a concept,  a reality,  which  speaks  to  us 
because  it  is  personal  and  it  is  relational  and  the  personal  and  the  relational  are  prior 
to  the  institutional.  It  is  based  in  the  life  and  love  which  flows  between  the  persons  of 
the  Holy  Trinity,  that  giving  and  receiving  life  and  love  in  which  we  share  through 
baptism.  It  is  this  which  explains  our  feeling  even  now  of  affection  for  one  another  and 
our  belonging  to  one  another,  in  spite  of  ecclesial  difference.  But  it  is  a trinitarian  life 
at  the  heart  of  which  is  the  lamb  slain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  If  we  could 
explore  this  deep  source  of  trinitarian  suffering  life  and  love,  it  might  send  us  back  to 
review  our  ecclesial  differences  in  a new  way. 

This  koinonia  has  to  be  made  visible,  findable  and  recognisable.  Our  past  work  in  Faith 
and  Order  leads  us  to  say  something  about  those  features  of  the  Church  which  make 
koinonia  visible  which  build  up  koinonia.  nurture  it  and  maintain  it.  It  will  be  a Church 
that  can  make  a common  confession  of  the  faith  of  the  Apostles,  a confession  made  in 
words,  for  truth  does  matter,  unity  and  truth  belong  together.  But  in  words  of  faith  that 
is  carried  in  lives  of  serving  Christ  in  the  hungry  and  the  poor  and  the  war-tom  world. 
Our  study  Confessing  One  Faith  addresses  this  characteristic  of  visible  unity  and 
challenges  us  to  recognize  in  ourselves  and  in  others  the  faith  of  the  Church  through  the 
ages. 

A second  characteristic  of  visible  unity  would  be  that  we  were  formed  and  sustained 
together  in  a single  sacramental  life  of  grace,  entered  by  baptism,  celebrated  in  a single 
eucharist  where  all  are  welcome  and  from  which  all  are  sent  to  work  for  justice  and 
peace.  In  such  a fellowship  we  should  be  served,  not  lorded  over  by  a single, 
reconciled  ministry  which  nurtures  the  gifts  in  all  for  serving  and  caring.  We  can  offer 
our  work  on  Baptism,  Eucharist  and  Ministry,  the  six  volumes  of  responses  and  our 
response  to  the  responses. 

We  are  to  be  bonded  together  in  an  ordered  and  structured  life  which  enables  us  to 
cherish  the  faith  together,  to  take  decisions  as  Christians  together,  to  teach  together  with 
confidence  and  to  witness,  serve  and  share  resources  together  - structures  which  keep 
us  in  graced  belonging.  We  are  not  completely  empty  handed  here.  Our  work  is  not  as 
developed  as  Confessing  One  Faith  or  Baptism.  Eucharist  and  Ministry  but  we  have 
How  does  the  Church  teach  authoritatively  today? 
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And  we  should  be  a church  which  witnesses  together  by  its  own  renewed  life, 
constantly  renewed,  to  the  world.  Our  studies  on  unity  and  renewal  and  Church  and 
World  have  made  us  take  seriously  the  Church  as  prophetic  sign  of  the  Kingdom.  In  all 
of  this  we  have  so  much  to  say  about  Towards  koinonia  in  faith,  life  and  witness. 

But  we  shall  not  convince  or  challenge  with  our  portrait  of  visible  unity  in  a World 
Conference  if  we  are  heard  in  all  of  this  to  offer  a portrait  of  a pyramidical  structure. 
We  are  not  looking  for  a super-church  which  will  knock  us  all  into  submissive  unity. 
Rather  not  look  for  a church  which  gives  space  to  God  given  difference,  allowing  room 
for  cultural  difference,  psychological  difference,  theological  difference.  The  coming 
together  of  Christians  will  be  a vain  and  non  authentic  unity  if  that  unity  is  not  a 
catholic  one  ...  ’We  are  beginning  to  see  that  unity  is  no  longer  a mere  unity  of 
doctrine,  worship  and  mission.  It  is  the  result  of  the  common  commitment  of  all  the 
evangelical  communities  keeping  human  flesh  in  their  own  cultures  and  their  proper 
ethos.  That  is  the  catholic  meaning  of  koinonia.’  (Jean  Tillard) 

So  the  purpose  of  our  World  Conference  is  to  harvest  the  work  of  Faith  and  Order,  to 
offer  a convincing  portrait  "Towards  koinonia  in  faith,  life  and  witness"  in  which  it  is 
clear  that  visible  koinonia  is  for  God’s  glory  and  for  the  sake  of  the  world:  a portrait 
that  will  re-kindle  an  ecumenical  flame  and  conviction;  a portrait  which  will  challenge 
our  churches  to  recommit  themselves  to  visible  unity  and  to  take  appropriate  steps  on 
the  way;  which  will  challenge  the  WCC  to  put  back  at  its  heart  the  search  for  visible 
unity  and  which  will  challenge  and  help  Faith  and  Order  to  see  what  contribution  it  can 
best  offer  to  the  churches. 

So  our  task  here  is  to  lay  firm  and  good  plans  for  Santiago  de  Compostela  and  to  think 
how  best  to  draw  churches,  the  Commission  and  the  WCC  into  our  journey  to 
Compostela  and  beyond. 
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IV.  WORKING  GROUP  ON  UNITED/UNITING  CHURCHES 

1.  The  group  met  in  accordance  with  Minute  III. 2 of  the  Rome  Minutes  (p.  57). 
Present  were  three  members  of  the  Commission  with  experience  of  the  United  and 
Uniting  Churches’  Consultations  (Rev.  Janet  Crawford,  New  Zealand;  Rev.  Martin 
Cressey,  England;  Rev.  Dr  Paul  Crow,  USA)  together  with  OKR  Reinhard  Groscurth, 
Germany  (whose  Church,  The  Evangelical  Church  of  the  Union,  has  consistently 
provided  support  for  the  Consultations)  and  Rev.  Roderick  Hewitt,  Jamaica.  Apologies 
were  received  from  Rev.  Christobella  Bagh,  India,  a member  of  the  Commission.  Rev. 
Dr  Thomas  Best  acted  as  secretary.  In  a small  number  of  persons  the  group  represented 
a wide  knowledge  and  experience  of  United  and  Uniting  Churches. 

2.  The  Interpretive  Survey  by  Rev.  Martin  Cressey,  printed  in  the  Rome  Minutes  (p. 
57ff)  was  reviewed.  It  had  been  made  available  also  in  a German  translation  on  the 
initiative  of  OKR  Groscurth.  The  group  took  particular  note  of  the  seven  specific 
elements  suggested  in  the  Survey  as  united  church  contributions  to  the  quest  for  unity. 

Discussion  centered  on  the  changed  situation  of  united  churches  both  in  Church  and 
world.  Alongside  the  church  union  movement  there  has  developed  the  extensive  work 
of  bilateral  and  multilateral  dialogues.  The  current  union  negotiations  reviewed  in  the 
latest  survey  (for  which  Dr  Best  was  warmly  thanked)  are  more  diverse  in  nature, 
methods  and  goals  than  an  earlier  "generation"  of  negotiations.  In  the  political  arena 
there  has  arisen  a new  emphasis  on  national  identity  and  the  freedom  to  express  diverse 
aspirations,  and  in  this  setting  calls  for  unity  are  easily  misheard  as  being  likely  to 
produce  an  oppressive  uniformity  or  centralisation.  These  and  other  factors  have  slowed 
down  or  halted  union  negotiations  in  some  places  and  there  is  need  for  an  analysis  not 
only  of  the  successful  schemes  review  by  M.  Cressey  but  also  of  the  failures  to  unite. 

Nevertheless  the  united  and  uniting  churches  have  valuable  experiences  to  contribute 
to  the  continuing  quest  for  visible  unity.  They  embody,  within  the  limitations  of  their 
various  situations,  a real  communion  in  faith,  life  and  witness  which  they  can  present 
for  theological  reflection  at  the  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order.  Despite  setbacks 
they  are  aware  of  being  involved  in  a process  of  development  rather  than  the  structures 
of  a particular  tradition.  The  commitment  made  to  enter  into  union  is  a lived  example 
of  that  decision-making  in  common  which  is  an  acknowledged  but  as  yet  unexplored 
third  element  in  the  structure  of  visible  unity,  alongside  common  confession  of  the  faith 
and  mutual  recognition  of  ministry  and  sacraments. 

3.  The  particular  agenda  of  the  united  and  uniting  churches,  with  which  they  will 
continue  to  seek  the  help  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  (By-laws  - 2,  Function 
(g)  and  Principle  (i),  including  the  following: 

(a)  creating  patterns  of  education  and  leadership  development  which  will  both 
sustain  the  achieved  unions  and  induct  new  generations  into  the  vision  of  further 
unitive  policies; 
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(b)  sharing  information  and  experiences  in  a "network"  of  united  and  uniting 
churches  which  will  not  seek  to  parallel  the  structures  of  Christian  World 
Communions  but  rather  to  be  a flexible  instrument  within  the  work  of  the  Faith 
and  Order  Commission,  useful  not  only  to  the  united  and  uniting  churches  but 
to  the  whole  Commission  and  its  participating  churches. 

4.  A contribution  to  the  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order.  The  group  was 
encouraged  by  seeing  in  how  many  ways  the  experience  and  the  theological  reflections 
of  united  and  uniting  churches  are  converging  with  other  components  in  the  ecumenical 
movement  in  the  process  towards  the  Santiago  Conference.  It  therefore  suggests  to  the 
Commission: 

(i)  that  use  be  made  of  united  and  uniting  church  speakers  in  different  aspects  of 
the  Conference  programme,  e.g.  in  the  Bible  studies  and  in  presentations  of  case 
studies  on  visible  unity: 

(ii)  that  in  considering  the  Canberra  statement  on  Unity  the  Conference  be  helped 
to  see  the  united  and  uniting  churches  as  embodiments  (though,  as  the 
themselves  fully  recognize,  partial  embodiments)  of  the  principles  of  that 
statement; 

(iii)  that  Conference  participants  from  united  and  uniting  churches  be  supplied  with 
documentation  of  the  United  and  Uniting  Churches’  Consultations  and  all 
participants  offered  a paper  surveying  this  material  to  show  its  relevance  to  the 
Conference  theme  and  sub-themes. 

5.  United  and  uniting  churches  in  the  work  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  beyond 
the  World  Conference.  The  group  considered  afresh  the  role  of  united  and  uniting 
churches  in  future  Commission  programmes,  and  recommends  to  the  Commission  as 
follows: 

(i)  that  in  the  period  from  the  World  Conference  into  1995  a staff  member  work 
with  a small  group  from  uniting  and  uniting  churches  to  develop  their 
"networking"  (see  3 (b)  above); 

(ii)  that  a Sixth  Consultation  of  United  and  Uniting  Churches  be  developed  out  of 
these  "network"  relationships; 

(iii)  that  in  a process  already  most  helpfully  begun  by  the  presence  of  the  Rev. 
Roderick  Hewitt  at  this  meeting  official  contact  be  made  with  the  United  Church 
of  Jamaica  and  Grand  Cayman  and  with  the  Disciples  in  Jamaica,  so  that  after 
their  union  now  foreseen  for  the  end  of  1992,  the  Uniting  Church  thus  brought 
into  being  may  plan  with  the  Commission  the  holding  of  the  Sixth  Consultation 
in  Jamaica  and  with  wider  contacts  in  the  Caribbean; 
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(iv)  that  the  officers  of  the  Commission  express  deep  appreciation  to  the  Evangelical 
Church  of  the  Union  for  its  support  of  work  with  united  and  uniting  churches 
and  request  that  church  and  other  united  and  uniting  churches  to  plan  for  the 
building  up,  after  the  World  Conference,  of  funding  for  the  Sixth  Consultation 
and  the  creation  of  other  ways  of  participating  in  its  preparation; 

(v)  that  the  group  for  overseeing  these  recommendations  if  accepted  by  the 
Commission,  be  the  group  which  has  met  in  Dublin  (including  Rev.  Bagh) 
together  with  some  other  members  of  the  Commission  who  can  represent  the 
fact  that  these  issues  are  not  concerns  only  of  the  united  and  uniting  churches, 
but  are  part  of  the  agenda  of  the  whole  Commission. 
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V.  PREPARATORY  MEETING  IN  BOSTON 


From  8-15  January  1992  a preparatory  meeting  for  the  World  Conference  was  held  at 
the  Holy  Cross  Greek  Orthodox  School  of  Theology  at  Brookline/Boston,  USA.  17 
members  of  the  Standing  Commission,  one  advisor  and  staff  participated  in  this  meeting 
which  was  hosted  by  H.G.  Bishop  Methodios  of  Boston  and  H.E.  Archbishop  Iakovos. 

The  sub-group  on  the  Theme  continued  to  clarify  the  nature  and  purpose  of  the 
Working  Document  and  the  stages  in  its  further  development.  The  group  could  draw 
on  suggestions  of  the  first  North  American  Preparatory  Consultation  which  had  taken 
place  at  Holy  Cross  immediately  before  this  meeting.  The  group  also  listed  a number 
of  comments  on  the  "Bristol  Draft". 

The  sub-group  on  Programme.  Organization  and  Finance  was  informed  by  Dr  Limouris 
about  the  facilities  in  Santiago  de  Compostela,  the  arrangements  which  had  already  been 
made  and  tasks  still  before  us.  The  group  then  considered  the  preparation  process,  the 
categories  and  numbers  of  participants,  the  timetable  for  the  World  Conference,  local 
arrangements,  the  leaflet  and  logo,  finances,  media  coverage  and  other  smaller  matters. 

The  sub-group  on  Worship  and  Bible  Study  continued  its  work  begun  at  Wimbledon 
(December  1991)  by  clarifying  further  the  biblical  plenaries,  preparatory  material  (for 
Bible  studies),  daily  worship  services,  eucharistic  worship  and  smaller  matters. 

Each  of  the  three  groups  summarized  its  work  in  reports.  These  are  contained  in  the 
Faith  and  Order  text  "Preparatory  Meeting  for  the  World  Conference"  (FO/92:2, 
February  1992,  mimeographed).  This  text  was  before  the  Standing  Commission  in 
Dublin  and  many  of  its  points  were  taken  up,  modified  or  further  developed.  For  this 
reason  the  text  is  not  printed  here,  but  is  available  from  the  Faith  and  Order  Secretariat 
upon  request. 

GG 
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VI.  WORLD  CONFERENCE:  DRAFT  DISTRIBUTION 

240  DELEGATES  (incl.  Faith  and  Order  Commission) 

I.  GEOGRAPHICAL 

Places  Adjustments1  Places  1993 


1.  Africa  (17%)2:  40.8 

-0.8 

40 

2.  Asia  (18%):  43.2 

- 1.2 

42 

3.  Caribbean  (1  %):  2.4 

+ 1.6 

4 

4.  Europe  (35%):  84.0 

-2.0 

82 

5.  Latin  America  (3%):  7.2 

+ 4.83 

12 

6.  Middle  East  (6%):  14.4 

-f  0.6 

15 

7.  North  America  (17%):  40.8 

-0.8 

40 

8.  Pacific  (3%):  7.2 

+ 0.8 

8 

TOTAL  243 


!)  To  create  additional  places  for  Latin  America 

2)  Percentage  according  to  WCC  Central  Committee  regulations 

3)  Because  of  Roman  Catholic  presence 
Proposed  Method: 

1.  Subtract  in  each  category  of  the  places  for  1993  the  respective  full  membership 
figure  of  the  Plenary  Commission  (e.g.  Africa:  40  -20  = 20  open  places;  Anglicans: 
21-11  = 10  open  places). 

2.  Add  to  the  open  places  the  respective  places  not  yet  filled  on  the  Plenary 
Commission  (e.g.  if  only  15  places  are  filled  for  Africa,  add  5 to  the  20  open  places; 

if  only  10  places  are  filled  for  Anglicans,  add  1 to  the  10  open  places). 


-25- 


D.  CONFESSIONAL 


Places 

- 12%  2 

Places  1993 

1.  Anglican  (10%) 

24 

- 3 (2.88) 

21 

2.  Baptist  (5%) 

12 

- 1 (1.44) 

11 

3.  Lutheran  (14%) 

34(33.6) 

- 4 (4.08) 

30 

4.  Methodist  (10%) 

24 

- 3 (2.88) 

21 

5.  Orthodox  E (19%) 

46(45.6) 

- 6 (5.52) 

40 

6.  Orthodox  O (6%) 

14(14.4) 

-2(1.68) 

12 

7.  Reformed  (19%) 

46(45.6) 

- 6 (5.52) 

40 

8.  United  (9%) 

22(21.6) 

- 3 (2.64) 

9 

9.  Disc./Mor.  (2%) 

5(4.8) 

- 1 (0.60) 

51 

10.  Mar  Thoma,  Afr.  Instituted, 

OC,  Pent.,  Friends,  Kimbang., 
Assyrian,  Brethren,  Hussites, 
Comm.  Churches,  Phil.  Indep., 
Menn. 

(6%)  14(14.4) 

-2  (1.68) 

141 

TOTAL 

241 

213 

1 1 . Non-member  churches 

303 

TOTAL 

243 

')  No  reduction  because  of  small  number 

2)  To  create  places  for  non-member  churches 

3)  About  26  Roman  Catholics.  Non-member  churches  are  also  included  under 
nos.  2 and  10. 
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VH.  FAITH  AND  ORDER  PLENARY  COMMISSION 

A.  GEOGRAPHICAL 

I.  Present  Membership  H.  Full  Membership:  120  HI.  Open  places 


1.  Africa 

11 

17% 

20 

9 

2.  Asia 

15 

18% 

21 

6 

3.  Caribbean 

2 

1% 

2(+  1) 

0 

4.  Europe 

30 

35% 

42 

11  (-  1) 

5.  L.  America 

6 

3% 

5 (+  l)1 

0(+  1) 

6.  Middle  East 

3 

6% 

7 

4 

7.  N.  America 

17 

17% 

20 

3 

8.  Pacific 

2 

3% 

3 

1 

TOTAL 

86 

120 

34 

*)  Because  of  Roman  Catholic  presence 


Men:  57  Women:  29 
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B.  CONFESSIONAL 

I.  Present  Membership  II.  Full  Membership:  120  -10%'  III.  Open  places 


1 . Anglican  9 

10% 

12 

11 

2 

2.  Baptist  4 

5% 

6 

5 

1 

3.  Lutheran  13 

14% 

17 

15 

2 

4.  Methodist  11 

10% 

12 

11 

0 

5.  Orthodox  E 14 

19% 

23 

202 

6 

6.  Orthodox  O 4 

6% 

7 

6 

2 

7.  Reformed  7 

19% 

23 

20 2 

13 

8.  United  9 

9% 

11 

10 

1 

9.  Disc./Mor.  3 

2% 

2 

3<+  1) 

0 

10.  Brethren,  OC, 

Pent.,  Afr.  Inst., 
Friends,  Menn., 
Hussites,  Kimbang., 
Mar  Thoma,  Assyrian, 
Phil.  Indep.,  Comm. 
Churches 

3 

6% 

7 

7 

4 

11.  Roman  Cath.  9 

10% 

12 

12 

3 

TOTAL  86 

132 

120 

34 

*)  To  accommodate  Roman  Catholic  membership 
® Reduced  by  1 additional  place  because  largest  groups 
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vm.  WORLD  CONFERENCE:  FINANCE  UPDATE 

1 . So  far  the  following  provisional  estimates  for  expenses  and  funding  have  been  made 
and  presented  in  September  1991  to  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Executive 
Committee: 

(a)  Average  expense  (travel  and  accommodation)  Sfr  3,000  per  participant,  i.e.  for 
350  participants:  Sfr  1,050,000. 

(b)  Expenses  for  staff  (secretariat,  interpreters/translators,  stewards)  and  for 
equipment  (room  charges,  interpretation  equipment,  fax/telex/cyclostyle,  etc.): 
Sfr  250,000. 

(c)  The  total  expenses  would  thus  amount  for  Sfr  1,300,000.  It  was  foreseen  that  the 
reserve  for  Faith  and  Order  Commission  meetings  (Sfr  90.000  p.a.)  between  1990 
and  1993  would  contribute  Sfr  400,000  to  the  funding  and  that  another  Sfr 
400,000  would  be  provided  by  churches  who  could  cover  the  expenses  of  their 
own  participants.  Accordingly  a special  funding  request  of  Sfr  500,000  was 
authorized  by  the  Central  Committee  in  1990. 

However,  because  of  financial  restrictions  within  the  WCC  the  annual  contributions  to 
the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  Reserve  had  to  be  discontinued  in  1991  and  1992. 
Thus,  the  Executive  Committee,  in  September  1991,  agreed  to  increase  the  special 
funding  request  to  Sfr  700,000  taking  into  consideration  that  about  Sfr  200,000  will 
come  from  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  Reserve. 

2.  Since  the  September  1991  meeting,  a place  for  the  World  Conference  meeting  was 
found:  Santiago  de  Compostela.  After  having  investigated  about  ten  locations  in 
different  parts  of  the  world,  it  became  clear  that  they  all  would  require  expenses  for 
facilities  far  beyond  the  Sfr  250,000  foreseen  in  the  above  budget.  At  Santiago  de 
Compostela  all  facilities  will  be  free  of  charge,  and  the  cost  for  board  and  lodging  will 
be  about  Sfr  85  per  person/per  day  - again  much  cheaper  than  in  other  places. 

3.  The  Evangelical  Church  in  Germany  has  agreed  to  transfer  about  Sfr  85,000  to  the 
Reserve  because  of  savings  from  the  vacant  seconded  staff  position  in  1991.  The 
Reserve  will  then  amount  to  Sfr  250,000. 

4.  Twenty-eight  (28)  member  and  non-member  churches  have  so  far  been  approached 
to  contribute  to  the  special  funding  request.  The  eight  which  have  responded  by  the  end 
of  March  1992  have  all  responded  positively  , and  their  contributions  or  commitments 
so  far  amount  to  about  Sfr  215,000. 

5.  Conclusion:  of  the  Sfr  900,000  (700,000  + 200,000)  to  be  found  by  Faith  and 
Order,  Sfr  465,800  are  so  far  assured. 
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IX.  PRELIMINARY  CALCULATIONS  OF  EXPENSES 
FOR  STAFF  AND  FACILITIES 

I.  Staff 

1.  Board&lodging:  ca.  Sfr  90  per  day /per  person.  11  days:  Sfr  1,000  per  person. 

2.  Interpreters’  honoraria  for  12  days  (11  + 1 for  travel,  or  7 + 1 days): 

(a)  Professionals:  Sfr  550  per  day.  12  days:  Sfr  6.600.  8 days:  Sfr  4,400. 

(b)  Volunteers:  Sfr  150  per  day.  12  days:  Sfr  1,800.  8 days:  Sfr  1,200. 

3.  Translators:  Sfr  320  per  day.  11  days:  Sfr  3,520. 

4.  Stewards:  Pocket  money  during  Conference:  Sfr  250  per  person. 

5.  Travel  from  Europe:  ca.  Sfr  700  per  person. 


B/L 

Travel 

Honoraria/Pocket  money 

10  extra  staff 

10,000 

7,000 

5 interpreters  (12) 

5,000 

3.500 

33,000 

(prof.) 

5 interpreters  (12) 

5,000 

3,500 

9,000 

(vol.) 

5 interpreters  (8) 

3,200 

3,500 

22,000 

(prof.) 

5 interpreters  (8) 

3,200 

3,500 

6,000 

(vol.) 

5 translators  (11) 

5,000 

3,500 

16,600 

15  stewards  (Spain) 

15,000 

3,000 

3.750 

15  stewards  (intern.) 

15,000 

10,500 

3,750 

61,400 

38,000 

94,100 

TOTAL 

Sfr  193,500 

Notes: 

1.  Faith  and  Order  staff  and  co-opted  staff  (4)  can  be  paid  from  Faith  and  Order 
budget. 

2.  Under  "interpreters/translators"  five  Russians  colleagues  are  included.  They  are 
employed  and  received  normally  no  honoraria,  but  under  the  new  conditions  they  may 
need  some  pocket  money.  We  may  save  about  Sfr  10,000. 
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3.  Also  the  expenses  for  stewards  (double  rooms)  might  be  slightly  lower  (ca.  Sfr 
3,000). 

4.  Those  savings  are  needed  to  cope  with  the  possibility  of  higher  costs  in  some  cases 
(travel,  honoraria). 

n.  Facilities: 

1.  Interpretation,  equipment  and  technicians  (board  and  lodging):  Sfr  65,000 

2.  Plenary  Hall,  rent  for  6 days:  ca.  Sff  4,200. 


HI.  Conclusion: 

There  will  be  other  expenses  of  a smaller  nature.  But  with  staff  costs  and  interpretation 
equipment  we  have  reached  the  amount  of  Sfr  250,000  authorized  in  the  budget.  This 
means  that  we  cannot  pay  much  for  additional  costs,  if  we  are  not  table  to  make  some 
reductions  or  receive  sufficient  contributions  which  will  allow  us  to  go  beyond  the 
authorized  Sfr  250,000. 

In  addition,  there  will  be  staff  costs  for  the  two  Plenary  Commission  days  (especially 
interpretation)  of  about  Sfr  20,000. 


B.  REPORTS  AND  DECISIONS  OF  THE  STANDING  COMMISSION 


. 


, 

- 


■ 
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I.  ELECTIONS 
Vice-Moderators 

The  Moderator  of  the  Nominations  Committee  presented  the  following  four  names: 
Rev.  Dr  Paul  A.  Crow  Jr.,  Rev.  Araceli  de  Rocchietti,  Ms  Veronica  Swai  and  Rev. 
Prof.  Jean  Tillard  together  with  one  open  place  for  an  Orthodox  representative.  The 
Standing  Commission  unanimously  elected  these  four  persons  as  Vice-Moderators. 


H.  NOMINATIONS 

(a)  Standing  Commission 

The  Standing  Commission  nominated  one  person  to  fill  the  place  of  Metropolitan 
Bartholomew,  now  Ecumenical  Patriarch.  It  was  also  decided  that  one  of  the  two 
remaining  open  places  (for  the  Caribbean  and  the  Pacific)  be  filled  with  a Baptist 
representative. 

(b)  Plenary  Commission 

The  Standing  Commission  nominated  16  persons  for  the  Plenary  Commission  which 
would  bring  the  total  number  to  103  members.  The  remaining  17  places 
would  be  for  delegates  to  the  World  Conference. 


Note:  The  Central  Committee  of  the  WCC  in  August  1992  appointed  V.  Rev. 

Prof.  Emmanuel  CLAPSIS,  Dr  Neville  CALLAM  (for  the  Caribbean  - 
Baptist  place)  and  Prof. Nicolas  LOSSKY  (to  take  the  place  of  Rev. 
Avvakumov)  to  the  Standing  Commission.  15  persons  were  appointed  to  the 
Plenary  Commission.  The  Plenary  Commission  has  now  103  members,  the 
still  open  17  places  are  attributed  to  churches  for  delegates  for  the  World 
Conference. 


HI.  WORKING  DOCUMENT  FOR  THE  WORLD  CONFERENCE 

The  Standing  Commission  as  a whole  and  the  Group  spent  some  time  to  discuss  the 
revised  "Bristol  Draft"  of  the  Working  Document.  The  purpose  and  process  of  the 
Working  Document  was  further  clarified  and  it  was  decided  to  state  this  in  the  Preface 
to  the  Document.  After  the  draft  had  been  revised  (in  order  to  become  the  "Dublin 
Text",  FO/92:9,  April  1992)  and  with  the  understanding  that  some  final  editorial  work 
will  be  necessary  the  following  motion  was  adopted: 

The  Standing  Commission  agrees  that  the  draft  of  the  Working  Document  - 
Towards  Koinonia  in  Faith,  Life  and  Witness  is  ready  to  be  sent  to  the 
churches,  Plenary  Commission  members,  ecumenical  groups,  Unit  Commission 
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members,  Central  Committee  members  and  all  units  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  to  assist  in  the  process  of  preparation  for  the  World  Conference  of 
Faith  and  Order  in  Santiago  de  Compostela  in  August  1993. 

The  Standing  Commission  also  agreed  on  the  following  process  concerning  the  working 
document: 

1.  Revision  of  the  Working  Document  in  Dublin  (April  1992). 

2.  "Dublin  Text"  to  be  sent  to  Regional  Consultations,  Plenary  Commission 
members,  church/ecumenical  groups,  inviting  a response  by  1 December  1992. 

3.  "Dublin  Text"  to  be  sent  to  the  World  Council  of  Churches  for  presentation  to  the 
Unit  I Commission  Meeting  and  to  the  Central  Committee.  Each  unit  or  sub-unit  should 
be  invited  to  study  and  comment  upon  the  text  by  1 December  1992. 

4.  Regional  reports  reflecting  on  World  Conference  and  working  document  to  be 
gathered  into  a possible  supporting  document. 

5.  Revision  of  working  document  in  January  1993  by  theme  group  in  the  Middle 
East  in  the  light  of  reports  and  comments  received  from  regional  consultations, 
churches,  groups,  etc. 

6.  This  revision  put  on  the  computer  and  provisionally  translated  and  forwarded  to 
the  Standing  Commission  in  Stuttgart  (29  March  - 5 April  1993). 

7.  Final  revision  to  be  made  at  Standing  Commission  in  Stuttgart  (29  March  - 5 
April  1993).  It  becomes  the  "Stuttgart  Text". 

8.  5-30  April  1993:  Translation,  printing  and  distribution  of  the  text. 

9.  At  the  World  Conference  each  of  the  four  sections  (or  three)  will  work  on  theme 
and  one  of  the  sub-themes.  Each  section  will  be  divided  into  four  (or  more)  groups 
corresponding  to  sub-divisions  of  the  sub-themes  in  the  document.  Each  of  the  sections 
will  produce  a report  for  the  plenary  of  the  Conference  to  "receive".  There  is  no 
intention  to  re-draft  these  section  reports  in  the  full  Conference.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
World  Conference  will  also  produce  a statement  (or  statements)  incorporating  any 
recommendations  supported  by  the  whole  Conference  for  the  whole  Conference  to 
"adopt". 

10.  The  minutes  (report)  of  the  World  Conference  will  include: 

- the  "Stuttgart  Text" 

- the  four  Section  Reports 

- the  statement(s)  and  recommendations  of  the  World  Conference. 
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IV.  WORSHIP/BIBLE  STUDY  AT  THE  WORLD  CONFERENCE 

The  following  report  was  presented  by  the  Worship  and  Bible  Study  Planning  Group: 

1.  Bible  Study  Booklet 

On  the  theme  of  koinonia  and  the  search  for  visible  unity. 

For  use  in  local  congregations  before  and  after  World  Conference. 

Possibly  a commercial  publication  or  else  published  by  WCC. 

Translations  in  official  languages;  other  translations  by  local  initiatives. 

To  be  available  by  January  1993. 


2.  Leaflet  of  Biblical  Text  on  Koinonia 

Approach  to  Bible  Society  re  publication  of  a leaflet. 

3.  Bible  Study  Process 
Reviewed  in  light  of  comments. 

Clarification  of  first  plenary:  a survey  of  the  New  Testament  texts  on  koinonia 
followed  by  contributions  from  three  different  perspectives. 

Speakers  for  the  two  plenary  presentations  have  been  proposed  and  discussed  in 
relationship  to  the  other  plenary  presentations. 

Daily  Bible  Study  and  groups:  some  modifications  of  the  proposed  process  are 
necessary  in  light  of  the  overall  programme  structure. 

Texts  of  Bible  Study  presentations  will  be  translated  into  the  official  languages 
and  available  in  the  chapel  as  there  is  no  facility  there  for  interpretation. 

4.  Worship  Book 

One  book  in  four  languages  containing  all  worship  material  except  orders  of 
service  for  special  services. 

Biblical  texts  for  Bible  Study  (i.e.  Scripture  text). 

Some  editorial  material  on  ecumenical  worship. 

Approval  of  draft  material  at  Officers’  meeting  in  December  1992. 

To  publication  in  January  1993. 

5.  Opening  Worship 

On  advice  from  Don  Salvator  Domato  Bua  we  recommend  that  the  opening 
worship  service  be  held  in  the  evening  in  order  to  encourage  participation  of  the 
local  community. 
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Any  sermon  at  the  opening  service  should  be  in  Spanish  with  other  languages 
available  in. written  translation. 

The  first  plenary  should  begin  with  a short  act  of  prayer. 


6.  Daily  Worship 

Affirmed  that  morning  worship  should  be  based  on  a regular  pattern  and  that 
within  this  pattern  there  should  be  a focused  reflection  of  confessional  and 
cultural  diversity  and  an  intentional  sharing  of  the  riches  of  different  Christian 
traditions. 

Where  appropriate,  explanatory  material  should  be  provided  in  order  to  encourage 
ecumenical  learning. 

Attention  should  be  paid  to  ways  of  developing  the  experience  of  koinonia  in  the 
context  of  worship  by  use  of  e.g.  appropriate  symbols,  actions,  gestures. 

The  suggestion  of  processions  needs  to  be  explored. 


7.  Prayer  Vigil  and  Eucharist 

The  broad  concept  of  a vigil  has  been  affirmed.  Careful  note  has  been  taken  of 
comments,  particularly  concerns  regarding  eucharistic  celebrations  and  the 
concept  is  developing  but  needs  still  further  discussion. 

There  should  be  celebration  and  affirmation  of  the  significant  steps  towards 
eucharistic  koinonia  which  have  been  made  in  the  last  30  years  as  well  as 
repentance  for  divisions. 

A key  principle  is  to  celebrate  eucharist  in  ways  which  will  be  inclusive  of  as 
many  as  possible  and  which  will  enable  maximum  participation  within  present 
ecclesial  realities. 


8.  Budget 

Line  items  were  discussed,  presented  to  Programme/Organisation/  Finance  Group, 
and  integrated  into  World  Conference  budget. 

9.  Process 

Meetings  as  already  agreed. 

Reports  to  be  made  to  members  of  Worship/Bible  Study  Planning  Group. 

Where  necessary  final  decisions  to  be  made  at  Officers’  meeting  in  December 
1992. 

Major  working  meeting  of  worship  team  with  several  Worship  and  Bible  Study 
Group  members  in  Santiago  de  Compostela  in  July  1992. 
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The  Standing  Commission  agreed  on  the  following  recommendation: 

That  the  report  be  received,  together  with  the  reports  from  the  Wimbledon 
Worship  and  Bible  Study  Planning  Group  meeting  and  from  the  Boston  meeting; 
and  that  the  Worship  and  Bible  Study  Planning  Group  continue  planning,  taking 
into  consideration  the  comments  received. 


Note:  At  the  meeting  of  members  of  the  Group  on  Worship  and  Bible  Study  from 

5-12  July  1992  in  Santiago  de  Compostela  further  clarifications  were  made. 
Among  the  most  important  ones  are:  There  will  be  only  one  eucharistic 
service  in  the  programme,  organized  by  the  two  Spanish  WCC  member 
churches  (Evangelical  and  Anglican).  In  the  evenings  there  will  be 
Orthodox  and  Roman  Catholic  Vespers  and  on  other  days  evening  prayers 
organized  by  Sister  Heidi  (Grandchamp).  There  will  be  no  Vigil.  Presenters 
in  the  two  biblical  plenaries  will  be  Prof.  John  Reuman,  Lutheran,  USA; 
Bishop  John  Oneiyekan,  Roman  Catholic,  Nigeria;  Dr  Simon  Chan, 
Pentecostal,  Singapore;  Dr  Dorothee  Lee,  Uniting  Church,  Australia.  The 
biblical  presentations  during  daily  morning  worship  will  be  done  by  Dr 
Frances  Young,  Methodist,  Great  Britain.  The  report  of  the  meeting  in 
Santiago  de  Compostela  is  available  from  the  Faith  and  Order  Secretariat 
upon  request. 


V.  WORLD  CONFERENCE:  PROGRAMME/ORGANIZATION/FINANCE 

The  following  actions  related  to  the  programme,  organisation  and  finance  of  the  Fifth 
World  Conference  were  proposed  by  the  Programme/Organization/  Finance  Committee 
and  approved  by  the  Standing  Commission  with  the  understanding  that  certain 
modifications  or  adjustments  may  be  necessary  in  the  preparatory  process. 

The  Standing  Commission  approves  the  following  decisions  related  to  the  programme, 
organization  and  finance  of  the  Fifth  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order: 

1 . Communication 

That  the  WCC  Guidelines  for  Communications,  declaring  openness  at  the  Conference 
and  limiting  all  registered  media  persons  to  professionals,  be  applied  to  the  World 
Conference  on  Faith  and  Order. 


2.  Publications 

That  the  publications  for  the  World  Conference  related  to  the  budget  include 

Bible  study  book  for  the  churches 
' Theme  and  sub-theme  book 
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Conference  worship  book 

Conference.  Report  (English  and  Spanish  editions  by  the  WCC;  German  and 
French  editions  by  private  publishers)  unless  alternate  financing  is  available. 

Other  publications  to  be  published  by  the  WCC  are  Reports  of  the  regional  conferences, 
A Documentary  History  of  Faith  and  Order  (Gunther  Gassmann)  and  A Brief  History 
of  the  Faith  and  Order  Movement  (Paul  A.  Crow  Jr.).  (Risk  Book) 


3.  The  Nature  of  the  World  Conference  and  Invitations 

(i)  That  the  size  of  the  World  Conference  be  an  absolute  maximum  of  350  persons 
according  to  the  categories  identified  by  the  Boston  planning  meeting: 

I.  OFFICIAL  PARTICIPANTS  (absolute  maximum,  as  determined  by 
the  Central  Committee,  350) 


1.  Church  delegates  240  (110) 

2.  Christian  World  Communion  representatives  12 

3.  Official  guests  (i.e.  current  Officers  of  WCC 
Central  Committee  and  former  Moderators  of  and 

Directors  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission)  13 

4.  Consultants  (i.e.  speakers  and  those  with  specific 

skills  to  contribute  to  the  programme)  35* 

5.  Younger  theologians  (i.e.  under  30  years  of  age) 
including  pastors  and  doctoral  candidates  as  well 

as  those  in  teaching  posts  30* 

6.  Local  Hosts  4 

Total  334 

*(50%  Third  World,  40%  women) 


H.  STAFF 


1.  Faith  and  Order:  4 executives,  2 admin,  assistants  6 

Co-opted  staff  (namely  1 Minute  secretary, 

1 Financial  secretary  and  two  former  F&O  staff  as 

general  helpers)  4 

2.  WCC  staff  (General  Secretary,  two  Deputies,  4 Unit 

Conveners  and  up  to  3 others)  10 

Administrative/secretarial  10* 

4.  Interpretation  (main  theme) 

(incl.  those  accompanying  the  Russian  delegates)  15 

5.  Additional  interpreters  (sections/groups)  10 

6.  Communications  staff  16 

7.  Technical  staff  6 

8.  Stewards  (15  outside  Spain,  15  from  Spain)  30 
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(Stewards  from  Spain  should  include:  2 each  for 
the  two  WCC  member  churches  in  Spain,  3 from  the 
Ecumenical  Council  of  member  churches  in  Portugal 
and  the  remainder  from  the  Archdiocese.) 

9.  Translators  (or  arrangements  for  work  to  be  done 

in  Geneva  as  for  San  Antonio)  5 

* (number  for  peak  period  of  conference) 


(ii)  That  there  be  no  accredited  visitors’  programme  in  relation  to  the  World 
Conference. 

(iii)  That  the  churches  identified  by  the  Programme,  Organization  and  Finance  Group 
be  invited  to  send  a delegate  or  delegates  according  to  the  agreed-upon  formula  (see 
Table).  Invitations  (with  the  Conference  Leaflet)  will  be  mailed  before  31  May  1992, 
making  clear  that  all  churches  should  reply  by  30  November  1992.  After  November 
1992,  any  places  not  claimed  by  the  invited  churches  will  be  redistributed  to  other 
churches. 

(iv)  That  all  overtures  toward  participation  in  the  World  Conference  be  screened  and 
given  reply  by  a committee  including  the  Moderator  of  the  Standing  Commission  (Dr 
Tanner)  and  the  Moderator  of  the  Programme,  Organization  and  Finance  Committee 
(Dr  Crow)  and  the  Director  (Dr  Gassmann). 

(v)  That  the  World  Conference  Business  Committee  be  composed  of  the  Moderator  and 
Vice-Moderators  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission,  the  Section  Moderators  and  Faith 
and  Order  staff. 


4.  Local  Arrangements 

That  the  Standing  Commission  express  its  deep  gratitude  to  Monsignor  Don  Salvador 
Domato  Bua,  Secretary  General  of  the  Archdiocese  of  Santiago  de  Compostela  for  all 
he  is  doing  to  ensure  a successful  conference. 

That  the  Conference  excursion  on  Sunday,  8 August  1993,  to  La  Coruna  include  visits 
to  local  parishes  and  a reception  with  the  Mayor,  and  the  Standing  Commission 
expresses  its  gratitude  that  this  excursion  is  offered 
at  the  expense  of  the  local  community. 


5.  Preparatory  and  Regional  Conferences 

That  the  revised  plan  of  preparatory  and  regional  conferences,  as  listed  below,  be 
approved,  but  planned  with  an  awareness  of  the  limited  funds  available. 
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DUBLIN  TO  SANTIAGO  DE  COMPOSTELA 

DATE  MEETING  PLACE  PARTICIPANTS  STAFF 


1992 


Apr  10-12  Reg.  W.  Europe 

Dublin 

23/5  F & 0 

4 

Jul  5-12  Worship/Bible 

Sant,  de  Comp. 

12 

Best,  Fleury 
Gassmann 

Program  me/Org. 

Sant,  de  Comp. 

Crow/Seim/ 

Tanner 

Limouris, 

Sbeghen 

Oct  3-7  Reg.  Cons. 

Africa 

12/Tanner/ 

O’Driscoll/ 

Lossky 

Limouris 

Oct  23-25  Reg.  Cons. 

NA  II 
Washington 

12/Tanner/ 

May/Crow 

Gassmann 

Oct  25-29  Reg.  Cons. 

Asia 

12/ 

3 Worship  Group 

Best 

Dec  14-18?  Moderators  of  3 Paris  ? 

16-20?  Groups/F&O 

Moderators  (to  be  clarified) 

Ex.  staff 

1993 

Jan  2-4  Reg.  Cons. 

Middle  East 
(Cyprus) 

9/Tanner/ 

Ibrahim/Tillard/ 

Clapsis 

Limouris, 

Gassmann 

Jan  4-10  Theme  Group 

Cyprus 

10 

Limouris, 

Gassmann, 

Bergjan 

26  Feb  - Reg.  Cons. 

1 Mar 

Uruguay 

12/Tanner/ 

Clapsis 

Limouris, 

Gassmann 

Feb/Mar  Programme/Org. 

(or  immediately  before  Stuttgart) 

Europe 

4 

Limouris, 

Sbeghen 
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Mar  26-29  Reg.  Cons. 

Europe  II 

15/Tanner/ 

Limouris, 

(Stuttgart) 

Rogerson/Tillard 

Gassmann 

Wendebourg 

-1- staff 

29  Mar  - Stand.  Comm. 

Stuttgart 

all  staff 

5 Apr 


6.  Budget  and  Finance 

That  the  categories  of  the  World  Conference  Budget  (see  appendix)  be  approved  and 
that  a tentative  budget  of  Sfr  1,200,000  be  accepted.  That  the  final  balanced  budget  be 
acted  upon  at  the  1993  meeting  of  the  Standing  Commission  at  Stuttgart. 


7.  Agenda  and  Daily  Schedule  of  the  World  Conference 

That  the  general  agenda  as  daily  schedule  of  the  World  Conference  be  approved  as 
presented  at  Dublin  (see  Appendix,  Alternative  I:  3 Sections),  stating  our  preference  for 
three  sections  on  Faith,  Life,  and  Witness  - if  the  Conference  facilities  allow  - and  for 
all  three  sections  to  reflect  on  Section  4 (Growing  into  Koinonia)  of  the  working 
document. 
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APPENDIX  Is  World  Conference  Budget 


I.  INCOME 

Plenary  Reserve  Sfr  250,000 

Contribution  from  the  Churches  700,000 

(April  1992  - Sfr  215,850) 

World  Council  of  Churches  100,000 

Special  Contributions  60,000 

(Development  agencies, 
local  church,  etc.) 

Conference  Fee  18,000 

(120  persons  x Sfr  150) 

TOTAL  Sfr  1,128,000 


n.  EXPENSES 

1 . PREPARATIONS  FOR  THE  CONFERENCE 

a.  Preparatory  meetings 

b.  Regional  consultations 

c.  Conference  documents  (leaflet,  prayer  card,  mailings,  worship  services, 
conference  papers) 

2.  WORLD  CONFERENCE 

a.  Travel 

(those  whose  churches  do  not  pay  their  expenses:  delegates,  consultants,  official 
guests,  coopted  staff,  stewards,  young  theologians,  worship  team,  staff) 

b.  Board  & Lodging 

(those  whose  churches  do  not  pay  their  expenses) 

c.  Language  Service 

i.  Interpreters  and  translators  honoraria 

ii.  Translation  of  documents 

iii.  Interpretation  equipment 

d.  Facilities  and  Equipment 

i.  Rental  of  rooms 

ii.  Exhibits  and  decorations 

iii.  Special  equipment 

(telephone,  telefax,  photocopies,  word  processors, 
audiovisuals,  lights) 
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e.  Publications 

i.  Bible  Study  Book  for  Congregations 

ii.  Theme  and  Sub-Theme  Book 

iii.  Conference  Worship  Book 

f.  Communications 

i.  Third  World  and  Spanish  Journalists 

ii.  Daily  Prayer 

iii.  Video  taping  (select  footage) 

iv.  Press  Room  Expenses 

g.  Worship  Activities 

h.  Contingency  Fund  (10%) 


3.  POST-WORLD  CONFERENCE  DEVELOPMENTS 

Conference  Report  (anticipate  English,  Spanish,  French,  German  editions;  English  and 
Spanish  published  by  WCC,  French  and  German  by  private  publishers) 


APPENDIX  2:  Daily  Schedule 


ALTERNATIVE  I 
3 SECTIONS 

Monday,  2 August:  Arrival  Standing  Commission 

Tuesday,  3 August:  Meeting  Standing  Commission 
Arrival  World  Conference 

Wednesday,  4 August: 


07.00  - 08.00 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

09.00  - 10.30 

1.  Plenary:  Opening  prayer;  Local  welcome; 

Roll  call 

10.30-  11.00 

Break 

11.00-  12.30 

2.  Plenary:  General  Introduction  to  World 
Conference  by  Moderator  (Agenda,  methodology, 
technicalities) 

13.00 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor) 

16.00  - 17.30 

3.  Plenary:  Bible  Study/Biblical  Expositions 

17.30-  18.00 

Break 

18.30-  19.30 

Opening  Worship  in  Cathedral 

20.00 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Thursday,  5 August: 

07.00  - 08.00 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

08.30  - 10.00 

1.  Plenary:  Biblical  Expositions  ctd. 

10.00  - 10.30 

Break 

10.30  - 12.00 

2.  Plenary:  Two  presentations  on  the  whole 
Conference  Theme  (2x30  min) 

(Introduction  to  speakers;  questions  of 
clarification,  max.  3 min.  each) 

12.20  - 13.00 

Worship  at  Seminario  Mayor 

13.00 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor) 

16.00-  17.30 

3.  Plenary:  Open  for  reflection  by  any  dele- 
gate on  the  theme  (max.  5 min.  each) 

17.30-  18.00 

Break 

18.00-  19.30 

4.  Plenary:  Three  Presentations  k 20  min.  on 
"Faith",  "Life"  and  "Witness"  (Introduction 
to  speakers;  questions  of  clarification) 

20.00 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 
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Friday,  6 August: 


07.00  - 07.45 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

08.15  - 09.00 

Worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

09.15  - 10.00 

Group  Bible  Study 

10.15  - 11.00 

Section  - a brief  presentation  by  one  of  tl 
the  process  and  the  methodology  of  the 

11.00-  11.30 

Break 

11.30-  13.00 

Section 

13.00 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor) 

16.00  - 17.30 

Section 

17.30-  18.00 

Break 

18.00  - 19.30 

Section 

20.00 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Saturday,  7 August: 

07.00  - 07.45 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

08.15  - 09.00 

Worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

09.15  - 10.00 

Group  Bible  Study 

10.00-  11.00 

Group  on  Theme 

11.00-  11.30 

Break 

11.30-  13.00 

Group 

13.00 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor) 

16.00  - 17.30 

Group 

17.30  - 18.00 

Break 

18.00  - 19.30 

Group 

20.00 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Sunday,  8 August:  EXCURSION  LA  CORUNA 

Drafting  of  Group  Reports 
(max.  3 pages) 

Monday,  9 August: 

07.00  - 07.45 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

08.15  -09.00 

Worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

09.15  - 11.00 

Group  to  approve  group  reports 

11.00-  11.30 

Break 

11.30-  13.00 

Section.  All  sections  to  discuss  section 

13.00 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor) 
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Monday,  9 August  (ctd): 


16.00  - 17.30 
17.30-  18.00 

18.00  - 19.30 

20.00 


Section  ctd. 

Break 

Regional  Meetings/Drafting  of  Section  Reports  (max.  12  pages) 
Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 


Tuesday,  10  August: 

07.00  - 07.45  Breakfast  (in  residence) 
(Section  Drafting  during  morning  plenary) 


09.00  - 10.30 

Plenary:  Faith  and  Order  miscellaneous 

10.30-  11.00 

Break 

11.15-  12.00 

Worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

12.15  - 13.00 

Group:  Bible  Study 

13.00 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor) 

16.00  - 17.30 

Section:  First  presentation  of  report 

17.30  - 18.00 

Break 

18.00  - 19.30 

Section:  ctd. 

20.00 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Wednesday,  11 

August: 

07.00  - 07.45 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

08.15  -09.00 

Worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

09.15  - 10.00 

Group  Bible  Study 

10.00-  11.30 

Break/Free  time 
(Revision  of  Reports) 

11.30-  13.00 

Section  for  adoption  of  revised  reports 

13.00 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor) 

16.00  - 17.30 

Section  for  adoption  of  revised  reports 

17.30  - 18.00 

Break 

18.00  - 19.30 

Section  for  adoption  of  revised  reports 

20.00 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Thursday,  12  August: 

07.00  - 08.00 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

08.30  - 10.00 

Plenary:  First  presentation  of  Statement/ 
Message/Recommendations 

10.00  - 10.30 

Break 

10.30  - 12.00 

Plenary:  Report  from  Section  I to  be  received 
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12.20  - 13.00 
13.00 

Worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor) 

16.00  - 17.30 
17.30  - 18.00 
18.00-  19.30 

20.00 

Plenary:  Report  from  Section  II  to  be  received 
Break 

Plenary:  Report  from  Section  HI  to  be  received 
Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Friday,  13  August: 


07.00-  08.00 
08.30  - 10.00 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

Plenary:  Adoption  of  revised  statement/message/ 
recommendations 

10.00  - 10.30 
10.30  - 12.00 

13.00 

Break 

Plenary  ctd. 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor) 

16.00  - 17.30 

20.00 

Closing  Worship 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Saturday,  14  August:  Departure  World  Conference 
Plenary  Commission  Meeting 


13.00 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor) 

16.00  - 17.30 
17.30  - 18.00 

18.00-  19.30 

20.00 

21.00- 22.00 

Plenary  with  opening  prayer 

Break 

Plenary 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Plenary 

Sunday,  15  August: 


07.00  - 08.00 
08.30  - 09.15 

09.30-  11.00 
11.00-  11.30 

11.30-  13.00 

13.00 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

Worship 

Plenary 

Break 

Plenary 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor) 

16.00-  18.00 

Meeting  of  Standing  Commission 

Monday,  16  August: 


Departure 
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Note:  Members  of  the  Group  on  Programme,  Organization  and  Finance  also  met 

from  5-12  July  1992  in  Santiago  de  Compostela.  This  gave  them  an 
opportunity  to  look  at  facilities  and  discuss  practical  matters  with  local 
colleagues  (Don  Elisardo  Temperan),  firms,  houses  for  accommodation  and 
local  authorities.  Questions  like  moderators  and  other  leadership  functions 
were  discussed,  also  staff  responsibilities,  communication,  accommodation, 
names  for  consultants,  finance,  etc.  A revision  of  the  daily  schedule 
included  three  new  plenaries  on  the  future  (a)  of  the  ecumenical  movement, 
(b)  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  and  (c)  of  Faith  and  Order.  There 
has  been  also  a shift  in  the  times  for  the  meeting  of  the  Plenary  Commission 
which  would  allow  for  departure  of  the  Plenary  Commission  already  on  15 
August  and  departure  of  the  Standing  Commission  on  16  August.  The 
appropriate  amounts  were  now  included  in  the  budget  summary.  The  report 
of  this  meeting  is  available  from  Faith  and  Order  upon  request,  and  the  new 
daily  schedule  and  budget  summary  are  included  here  as  appendices. 
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APPENDIX  3:  Daily  Schedule  (as  revised  July  1992) 

Monday,  2 August:  Arrival  Standing  Commission 

Tuesday,  3 August:  Meeting  Standing  Commission 

Arrival  World  Conference/Plenary  Commission 

Wednesday,  4 August: 


07.00  - 08.00 

09.00  - 10.30 
10.30-  11.00 
11.00-  12.30 

13.00 


Breakfast  (in  residence) 

Plenary  I:  Opening  prayer;  local  welcome 
Break 

Plenary  D:  General  Introduction  to  World 
Conference  by  Moderator 
Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor/Colegio  La  Salle) 


16.00  - 17.30 
17.30-  18.00 
18.30 

20.00 


Plenary  III:  Survey  of  Biblical  Texts 
Break 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Opening  Worship  (Cathedral) 


Thursday,  5 August: 

07.00  - 08.00 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

08.15  - 09.00 

Worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

09.15-  10.30 

Plenary  IV:  Three  Biblical  Expositions  10.30  - 11.00  Break 

11.00-  12.30 

Plenary  V:  Two  presentations  on  the  whole  Conference 

Theme  (2x30  min)  (Introduction  to  speakers;  questions  of 
clarification,  max.  3 min.  each) 

13.00 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor/Colegio  La  Salle) 

16.00  - 17.30 

Plenary  VI:  Open  for  reflection  by  any 
delegate  on  the  theme  (max.  5 min.) 

17.30-  18.00 

Break 

18.00-  19.30 

Plenary  VII:  Three  presentations  (k  25 

min.)  on  "Faith",  "Life”  and  "Witness" 

20.00 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 

21.00 

Evening  worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Friday,  6 August: 

07.00  - 08.00 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

08.15  - 09.00 

Worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

09.15  - 11.00 

Groups:  Personal  introductions; 

Bible  study 
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11.00-  11.30 

Break 

11.30-  12.45 

Sections 

13.00 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor/Colegio  La  Salle) 

16.00  - 17.30 

Sections 

17.30  - 18.00 

Break 

18.00  - 19.30 

Sections 

20.00 

Reception  by  Provincial  authorities  in 
Garden  of  Hostal  San  Francisco 

21.00 

Evening  worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Saturday,  7 August: 

07.00  - 08.00 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

08.15  - 09.00 

Worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

09.15  - 10.00 

Groups:  Bible  study 

10.00-  11.00 

Groups  on  Theme 

11.00-  11.30 

Break 

11.30-  13.00 

Groups 

13.00 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor/Colegio  La  Salle) 

16.00  - 17.30 

Groups 

17.30  - 18.00 

Break 

18.00  - 19.30 

Groups 

20.00 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 

21.00 

Evening  worship 

Sunday,  8 August: 

09.30 

Excursion  to  La  Coruna 

Drafting  of  Group  Reports 
(max.  3 pages) 

Monday,  9 August: 

07.00  - 08.00 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

08.15  - 09.00 

Worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

09.15  - 10.00 

Groups:  Bible  study 

10.00-  11.00 

Groups:  Reports 

11.00-  11.30 

Break 

11.30-  13.00 

Groups 

13.00 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor/Colegio  La  Salle) 
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16.00  - 17.30 

Sections:  Presentation  of  group  reports 

(oral) 

17.30  - 18.00 

Break 

18.00  - 19.30 

Regional  meetings/Drafting  of  Section 
reports  (max.  12  pages) 

20.00 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 

20.00 

Reception  by  City  authorities  for  Standing  Commission 

21.00 

Evening  worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Tuesday,  10  August: 

07.00  - 08.00 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

08.15  -09.00 

Worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

09.15-  10.30 

Plenary  VIII:  Spain 

10.30-  11.00 

Break 

11.00-  12.30 

Plenary  IX:  Future  of  Ecumenical  Movement: 
three  (k  25  min.)  presentations 

13.00 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor/Colegio  La  Salle) 

16.00  - 17.30 

Sections:  First  presentation  of  section  reports 

17.30  - 18.00 

Break 

18.00  - 19.30 

Sections 

19.30 

Protestant  Eucharistic  Service  in 

Franciscan  Church 

21.00 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Wednesday,  11  August: 

07.00  - 08.00 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

08.15  -09.00 

Worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

09.15  - 10.00 

Groups:  Bible  study 

10.00  - 10.30 

Coffee 

10.30  - 13.00 

FREE 

13.00 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor/Colegio  La  Salle) 

16.00  - 17.30 

Sections:  Adoption  of  revised  reports 

17.30  - 18.00 

Break 

18.00  - 19.30 

Sections:  Adoption  of  revised  reports 

20.00 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 

21.00 

Evening  worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 
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Thursday,  12  August: 


07.00  - 08.00 

08.15  - 09.00 

09.15  - 10.30 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

Worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Plenary  X:  First  presentation  of  Message/ 
recommendations 

10.30-  11.00 
11.00-  12.30 

Break 

Plenary  XI:  The  Future  of  the  WCC  in  the  context 
of  the  Ecumenical  Movement 

13.00 

(two  presentations:  one  of  them  by  the 
new  General  Secretary,  one  by  a woman) 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor/Colegio  La  Salle) 

16.00  - 17.30 

17.30  - 18.00 

18.00  - 19.30 

20.00 

21.00 

Plenary  XII:  Section  reports 

Break 

Plenary  XIII:  Section  reports 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Evening  worship  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Friday,  13  August: 


07.00  - 08.00 

09.00  - 10.30 

Breakfast  (in  residence) 

Plenary  XIV:  The  Future  Role  of  Faith  and  Order 
in  the  Context  of  the  Ecumenical  Movement 

10.30-  11.00 
11.00-  12.30 

13.00 

Break 

Plenary  XV:  Adoption  of  revised  Message/recommendations 
Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor/Colegio  La  Salle) 

16.00  - 17.30 

Plenary  XVI:  Message/recommendations 

Closing  actions 

17.30  - 18.00 

18.30 

20.00 

Break 

Closing  Worship 

Reception 

Social  evening 

Saturday,  14  August:  Departure  from  the  World  Conference 


11.00-  12.30 

13.00 

Plenary  Commission  Meeting 

Opening  Plenary 

Lunch  (Seminario  Mayor) 
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16.00  - 17.30 

17.30  - 18.00 

18.00  - 19.30 

20.00 

21.00-  22.00 

Plenary 

Break 

Plenary 

Supper  (Seminario  Mayor) 

Closing  Plenary 

Sunday,  15  August: 

Departure  of  the  Plenary  Commission 

09.00  - 22.00 

Standing  Commission  Meeting 

Monday,  16  August:  Departure  of  the  Standing  Commission 

Santiago  de  Compostela,  12  July  1992 
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APPENDIX  4:  Budget  Summary  in  Swiss  francs  (as  revised  July  1992) 


I.  INCOME 


Plenary  Reserve  250,000 

Contributions  from  the  Churches  700,000 

World  Council  of  Churches  100,000 

Special  Contributions  60,000 

(Development  agencies,  local  churches,  etc.) 

Conference  Free 

(120  persons  x Sff  18,000 

TOTAL  1,128,000 


H.  EXPENSES 

I . Preparations  for  the  Conference 

(a)  Preparatory  meetings 


Planning  and  Organization  Group,  Spain  9.000 

Worship  Group,  Spain  19.000 

Paris  meeting  13.000 

TOTAL  41.000 

(b)  Regional  consultations 

Africa  30.000 

USA/II  6.500 

Hong  Kong  34.700 

Latin  America  30.000 

Caribbean  7.500 

Europe  II  10.000 

TOTAL  118.700 


(c)  Conference  documents 

(leaflet,  prayer  card,  mailings,  worship  services, 
conference  papers,  translations  of  documents) 


TOTAL 


150.000 
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2.  World  Conference* 

(♦Note:  The  amounts  for  travel  and  board  & lodging  refer  to  those  participants  for 
whom  the  Commission  of  Faith  and  Order  is  financially  responsible.) 

(a)  Travel 


Commission  members 

130.608 

Other  delegates 

241.493 

Consultants  (15) 

39.675 

Younger  theologians  (15) 

39.675 

Worship  team  (4) 

7.687 

Interpreters  (20) 

20.700 

Translators  (5) 

4.025 

Intemat.  stewards  (15) 

17.250 

Spanish/Port,  stewards  (15) 

3.450 

Staff  (25,  incl.  co-opted) 

20.125 

TOTAL 

524.688 

Board  & Lodging 

Commission  members  (46) 

69.300 

Other  delegates  (102) 

110.140 

Consultants  (20) 

21.000 

Younger  theologians  (15) 

16.200 

Worship  team  (4)  for  18  days 

6.400 

Interpreters  (10)  for  12  days 

10.800 

" (10)  for  8 days 

7.200 

Translators  (5)  for  11  days 

4.950 

Stewards  (30) 

43.300 

Staff  (5)  for  24  days 

10.800 

H (10)  for  16  days 

14.400 

" (10)  for  13  days 

11.700 

Coffee  on  plenary  days 

4.750 

TOTAL 

330.940 

(c)  Language  Service 


87.600 

65.000 


Honoraria 

Interpretaton  equipment 


TOTAL 


152.600 
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(d)  Pocket  money 

Stewards  7.500 

Commission  members  and 

delegates  (100  k Sfr  100)  10.000 

TOTAL  17.500 

(e)  Facilities  and  equipment  (to  be  confirmed) 

Sport  Hall  4.650 

5 Salas  (La  Salle  ) 19  days  4.420 

Platform  for  interpreters’  booths 

(pts  460.000)  7.130 

Decorations  28.000 

1x5090  XL  photocopying  machine  for 

14  days  (pts  1.495.000)  30.225 

3x5047  small  photocopying  machines 
for  14  days  (pts  165.600  x 3) 

= pts  496.800  7.700 

IxE/P  Central  connection  printer 

4235  for  14  days  (pts  225.000)  3.490 

lx  Fax  per  14  days  (pts  46.000)  .713 

Rent  of  18  computers  and  5 printers 

for  14  days  (pts  250.000)  3.875 

Telephone  10.000 

TOTAL  100.203 

(f)  Publications 

Bible  Study  Book  for  Congregations 
Theme  and  Sub-Theme  Book 
Conference  Worship  Book 

TOTAL  15.000 

(g)  Communications 

Third  World  and  Spanish  Journalists 
Daily  Paper 

Video  taping  (select  footage) 

Press  Room  Expenses 


TOTAL 


50.000 
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(i)  Worship  activities 


TOTAL  5.000 

3.  Contingency  Fund  (10  %) 

TOTAL  120.000 


GRAND  TOTAL 

1.625.631 

REVIEW 

Preparatory  meetings 

41.000 

Regional  consultations 

118.700 

Conference  documents 

150.000 

Travel 

524.688 

Board  & Lodging 

330.940 

Language  Service 

152.600 

Facilities 

100.203 

Pocket  money 

17.500 

Publications 

15.000 

Communications 

50.000 

Worship  activities 

5.000 

Contingency  Fund 

120.000 

GRAND  TOTAL 

July  1992 

1.625.631 

Note:  The  group  in  July  agreed  that  in  view  of  the  much  higher  expenses  than 

originally  foreseen  both  cuts  in  expenses  and  efforts  for  additional  income 
will  be  necessary. 
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VI.  OTHER  WORLD  CONFERENCE  MATTERS 

1.  Invitations 

The  Standing  Commission  agreed  that  churches  should  appoint  all  Commission 
members  as  their  delegates;  if  not,  additional  places  for  delegates  will  not  be  available. 
Invitations  should  be  sent  out  by  31  May  1992  and  replies  should  be  in  Geneva  by  30 
November  1992.  Invitations  without  a reply  will  be  taken  up  by  other  churches.  A 
special  committee  (Moderator,  Vice-Moderators,  Group  Moderators)  should  deal  with 
requests  for  participation.  The  Standing  Commission 

"adopted  the  list  of  invitations  with  the  understanding  that  certain  adjustments  may 
have  to  be  made  in  the  process  of  invitation". 

2.  Leaflet/Logo 

A draft  leaflet  was  revised  and  sent  to  WCC  Publications  for  "journalistic  treatment" 
and  should  be  seen  by  the  Director  before  production  and  mailing  before  the  end  of 
May  1992.  A new  draft  logo  was  presented  to  the  Standing  Commission.  It  will  be 
finalized  in  Geneva  together  with  the  leaflet. 

3.  Speakers 

A provisional  list  of  speakers  was  presented  to  the  standing  Commission  and  discussed. 
The  following  recommendation  was  adopted: 

"that  the  Standing  Commission  receive  the  list  of  names  as  proposed,  that  the 
discussion  be  recorded  and  additional  names  be  noted.  The  final  decision  on 
invitations  and  on  substitutes,  as  necessary,  is  to  be  made  by  the  Moderator  in 
consultation  with  the  Vice-Moderators,  Group  Moderators  and  staff." 


VH.  UNITED/UNITING  CHURCHES 

The  Standing  Commission  noted  with  approval  the  suggestion  for  united  and  uniting 
churches’  participation  in  the  World  Conference,  including  M.  Cressey’s  additional 
proposal  that  the  survey  of  the  five  united  church  consultations  mentioned  in  point  4(iii) 
of  the  Report  be  an  article  in  The  Ecumenical  Review. 

On  M.  Cressey’s  motion  the  Standing  Commission  approved 

the  Report’s  five  recommendations  for  future  work  with  united  and  uniting 
churches;  the  additions  to  the  working  group  would  be  made  at  the  Stuttgart 
meeting.  Contact  with  the  United  Church  and  Disciples  in  Jamaica  would  begin 
immediately. 
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Vm.  ONGOING  FAITH  AND  ORDER  PROJECTS 

Staff  members  reported  on  ongoing  Faith  and  Order  projects  which  still  need  attention 
and  follow-up.  Dr  Limouris  reported  on  translations  of  Confessing  the  One  Faith  into 
French,  Swedish  and  Portuguese  (Brazil)  and  on  a number  of  reactions  coming  in.  Also 
the  interest  in  the  Church  and  World  document  is,  according  to  Dr  Best,  quite 
remarkable.  For  both  documents  a second  edition  will  be  necessary.  Dr  Bergjan  has 
started  work  on  the  resources  for  the  ecclesiologv  study  by  summarizing  earlier  Faith 
and  Order  work  in  this  area.  She  also  carries  responsibility  within  Unit  I for  theological 
reflection  on  Christian-Jewish  dialogue.  Dr  Best  also  reported  on  the  ongoing  work  with 
the  preparation  of  the  Week  of  Payer  for  Christian  Unity  and  in  relation  to 
United/Uniting  Churches.  Dr  Gassmann  report  on  the  continuing  interest  in  the  BEM 
document,  especially  in  several  churches  in  the  Pacific,  and  in  general  ecumenical 
discussions.  He  also  mentioned  that  all  staff  members  - executives  and  administrative 
assistants  - are  actively  involved  in  a number  of  WCC  groups  and  activities. 


IX.  FINANCE  AND  STAFF 

Dr  Gassmann  reported  on  the  tight  financial  situation  of  the  WCC  in  general  and  Faith 
and  Order  in  particular.  Thanks  to  the  special  grant  by  the  EKD  consultations  and 
meetings  can  be  held,  which  would  otherwise  be  impossible.  A problem  where 
resistance  will  be  necessary  is  the  new  WCC  policy  to  reserve  income  from 
undesignated  income  in  the  first  place  for  the  WCC  General  Secretariat,  meetings  of 
WCC  governing  bodies,  etc.  without  an  agreed  allocation  of  undesignated  income  to 
Faith  and  Order  as  it  was  done  so  far.  This  issue  needs  to  be  followed  up. 

Concerning  the  staff  situation  the  Standing  Commission  reviewed  the  situation  in  closed 
session  and  made  several  recommendations  to  the  WCC  General  Secretary  to  be  brought 
to  the  WCC  Executive  Committee.  After  the  Executive  Committee  made  the  decisions 
in  August  1992,  the  contracts  of  executive  staff  are  now  as  follows:  Dr  Bergjan  until 
30  November  1995;  Dr  Best  until  31  December  1996;  Dr  Gassmann  until  31  August 
1994;  Dr  Limouris  until  31  December  1993.  The  Standing  Commission  agreed  on  steps 
in  a search  process  for  a new  director  to  be  appointed  by  Executive/Central  Committee 
in  February  1994. 

The  Standing  Commission  welcomed  the  fact  that  a new  Intern,  Vikarin  Uta  Thrane, 
will  work  with  Faith  and  Order  from  November  1992  to  March  1993  and  that  the 
Evangelical  Church  of  Baden  (Germany)  has  offered  to  delegate  the  Rev.  Dr  Dagmar 
Heller  for  one  year  from  April  1993  to  March  1994  as  a consultant,  especially  for  help 
with  the  World  Conference. 
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X.  EXPRESSION  OF  THANKS 

1 . The  Standing  Commission  expressed  its  thanks  to  the  Interim  Convenor  of  Unit 
I of  the  WCC,  Prof.  Ion  Bria,  for  his  presence  and  active  participation  in  the 
meetingand  assured  him  of  further  good  cooperation  in  the  future. 

2.  The  Standing  Commission  expressed  its  gratitude  to  Mgr  Salvator  Domato  Bua, 
General  Secretary  of  the  Archdiocese  of  Santiago  de  Compostela,  for  his  presence  and 
cooperation  during  the  meeting  and  especially  for  his  active  involvement  in  the 
preparation  of  the  World  Conference  as  the  main  local  contact  person. 

3.  The  Standing  Commission  expressed  its  gratitude  to  the  Moderator,  Dr  Mary 
Tanner,  for  chairing  all  plenary  sessions  (still  without  Vice-Moderators)  and  guiding  the 
meeting  competently  through  its  heavy  agenda. 

Thanks  were  also  expressed  to  the  Irish  School  of  Ecumenics  and  its  Director,  Rev. 
Alan  D.  Falconer,  to  the  Director  and  staff  of  All  Hallows  College  for  the  warm 
hospitality,  to  participants  who  carried  special  responsibilities  for  worship  and  drafting, 
and  to  the  Faith  and  Order  staff  for  coping  efficiently  with  a heavy  workload  before  and 
during  the  Dublin  meeting. 
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ADDRESS  TO  THE  FAITH  AND  ORDER  STANDING  COMMISSION 

4 April  1992 


The  Most  Rev.  Desmond  Connell 
Roman  Catholic  Archbishop  of  Dublin 


I wish  to  welcome  you  all  to  Dublin  and  to  express  my  best  wishes  for  the  success  of 
your  conference. 

I am  glad  of  the  opportunity  to  say  a few  words  to  you  because  of  the  long  and  close 
relations  between  Faith  and  Order  and  the  Catholic  Church,  and  also  because  of  the 
importance  of  your  meeting. 

I understand  that  your  task  is  to  put  the  finishing  touches  on  the  final  draft  of  the 
document  Towards  Communion/Koinonia  in  Faith,  Life  and  Witness,  which  will 
then  be  circulated  to  the  churches  and  various  authorities  in  preparation  for  the  Fifth 
World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order  which  is  to  take  place  at  Santiago  de  Compostela 
in  August  1993. 

As  I said,  our  relationships  go  back  a long  way.  I recall  that  when  the  first  Secretary 
of  the  newly-founded  Faith  and  Order  wrote  to  Cardinal  Gasparri,  the  Secretary  of  State 
in  Rome,  proposing  the  First  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order,  the  reply  was  very 
courteous  and  concluded  with  a prayer  from  the  Pope  for  the  success  of  the  initiative. 
Later,  the  same  Pope,  Benedict  XV,  welcomed  a Faith  and  Order  delegation  and 
encouraged  the  proposed  conference,  though  the  time  was  not  yet  ripe  for  Catholic 
participation  in  it. 

When,  eventually,  the  First  Faith  and  Order  World  Conference  convened  in  Lausanne 
in  1927,  it  came  under  the  shadow  of  a wholly  different  set  of  circumstances  which 
resulted  in  the  encyclical  Mortalium  Animos,  issued  by  Pope  Pius  XI. 

This  put  a damper  on,  but  certainly  did  not  put  an  end  to,  the  ecumenical  aspirations 
of  Dorn  Lambert  Beauduin,  l’Abbd  Paul  Couturier,  and  many  others,  and,  by  the  time 
your  Second  World  Conference  was  held  in  Edinburgh,  in  1937,  the  local  Archbishop 
McDonald  was  able  to  nominate  five  Catholics,  to  be  discreetly  known  as  unofficial 
observers. 

Pius  XII’s  response  (in  1949)  to  the  establishment  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
opened  the  way  for  a more  positive  response,  so  that  in  1952,  at  your  Third  World 
Conference  in  Lund,  there  were  4 Catholic  theologians,  with  the  status  of  accredited 
visitors. 

In  the  same  year,  1952,  a body  known  as  the  Catholic  Conference  for  Ecumenical 
Questions  was  set  up  by  a young  Dutch  theologian,  Fr  Jan  Willebrands,  who  was  joined 
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by  an  international  group  of  theologians  who  would  in  time  form  the  nucleus  of  what 
is  now  known  as  the  Pontifical  Council  for  Christian  Unity. 

It  is  significant  that  from  the  beginning  this  group  took  their  agenda  from  the  World 
council  of  Churches  and  cultivated  close  relationships  with  the  members  of  its  Faith  and 
Order  Commission. 

Your  Fourth  (and  last)  World  Conference  in  Montreal,  in  1963,  saw  a full  participation 
of  the  Catholic  observers.  Since  then,  of  course,  Catholic  theologians  have  become  full 
members  of  Faith  and  Order. 

I appreciate  that,  apart  from  the  world  assemblies  I have  mentioned,  the  Faith  and 
Order  Commission  has  been  holding  regular  conferences  and  conducting  many  ongoing 
studies,  the  best  known  of  which,  I suppose,  is  the  so-called  Lima  Agreement  on 
Baptism,  Eucharist  and  Ministry. 

I am  also  aware  of  the  co-ordinating  role  that  particular  your  Director,  Dr  Gunther 
Gassmann,  has  played  in  co-ordinating  the  various  bilateral  dialogues;  and  may  I say 
that  many  people  are  awaiting  a new  edition  of  Confessions  in  Dialogue  which  he  co- 
authored? 

Coming  to  the  theme  of  your  conference,  itself,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a very  opportune 
time  for  a major  study  of  the  Church.  It  is  a time  when  disappointment  is  being 
expressed  at  the  lack  of  a positive  reaction  among  the  churches  to  the  various 
agreements  that  have  been  reached  in  the  ecumenical  dialogue.  One  hears  it  said  that 
the  agreements  are  merely  treating  the  symptoms  rather  than  healing  the  disease.  The 
fundamental  differences  or  root  causes,  it  is  said,  have  not  been  grasped,  let  alone 
resolved.  Many  are  of  the  opinion  that  most  of  our  differences  are  really  rooted  in  our 
different  understandings  of  the  Church. 

A similar  appeal  to  the  over-riding  importance  of  more  basic  differences  has  greeted 
even  your  own  Lima  document,  where  the  most  consistent  reaction  from  both  sides  was 
a call  for  a clarification  of  the  role  of  the  Church,  itself. 

I know  that  much  work  has  been  done  on  this  subject  by  a number  of  the  bilaterals  in 
recent  years,  e.g.  those  involving  the  Catholic  Church,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
Orthodox,  Anglicans,  Lutherans,  Reformed  and  Methodists.  In  a number  of  these  the 
concept  of  koinonia  has  been  found  very  helpful.  It  would  seem  opportune,  at  this 
stage,  that  the  theme  should  now  be  considered  in  the  wider  perspective  of  the  Faith 
and  Order  Commission. 

From  the  Catholic  standpoint  a disturbing  obstacle  in  the  way  of  ecumenical  progress 
is  created  by  the  fact  that,  while  dialogue  on  doctrine  appears  to  be  drawing  us  more 
closely  together,  divisions  between  us  appear  to  be  widening  in  moral  issues  such  as 
abortion,  contraception,  divorce  and  remarriage.  Nor  is  it  possible  to  overlook  the  grave 
implications  of  recent  trends  in  favour  of  the  admission  of  women  to  the  ordained 
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ministry.  This  particular  development  is  really  a worrying  symptom  of  a more  deep- 
seated  division  in  what  concerns  the  very  nature  of  the  Church  itself. 

I am  glad  that  your  study  included  "Communion  in  Apostolic  Faith",  but  I also 
welcome  your  extension  of  that  communion  to  include  a shared  life  in  Church  and 
common  witness  to  Christian  values  in  the  world  - a full  unity  of  faith  - "a  full  unity 
of  faith  and  morals,  so  that  the  world  may  believe". 

To  conclude  on  a more  personal  note,  may  I remind  you  that  there  are  only  two  Agreed 
Statements  known  as  Dublin  Statements  and  both  deal  with  the  subject  of  the  Church 
and  koinonia.  They  were  issued  by  the  Anglican/Orthodox  International  Commission 
and  by  ARCIC  2,  respectively.  Your  eventual  statement  will,  of  course,  be  known  as 
the  Compostela  Statement.  Nevertheless,  there  is  surely  some  appropriateness  in 
Dublin’s  having  at  least  a part  in  its  final  drafting. 
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OPENING  WORSHIP 
Sermon 

Rt  Rev.  Sigqibo  Dwane 


Reading:  1 Corinthians  12:4-13 


The  world  in  which  Saint  Paul  lived  was  in  many  ways  similar  to  our  own.  It  was  a 
world  tom  apart  by  divisions  in  society,  caused  by  nationalism  and  privilege  or  status! 
Jews  put  themselves  on  a higher  pedestal  than  gentiles,  and  those  who  had  the  privilege 
to  be  free  and  to  own  material  possessions  looked  down  upon  slaves  and  people  of 
lower  rank.  And  then  of  course  there  was,  right  across  the  board,  the  division  between 
male  and  female.  Sadly,  the  bias  in  favour  of  maleness  has  outlined  some  of  the 
divisive  human  tendencies  which  were  current  in  St  Paul’s  day.  It  was  to  this  kind  of 
divided  world  that  God  in  Christ  made  a new  beginning.  Through  the  passion,  death 
and  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  sovereign  Lord  of  Creation  reclaimed  the  world 
by  putting  down  human  rebellion,  and  creating  instead  a new  heart  of  flesh,  a temple 
for  his  Holy  Spirit.  It  is  against  this  background  that  St  Paul  speaks  to  the  Church  at 
Corinth  about  the  sadness  of  this  dividedness.  What  sort  of  division  do  we  see  in  the 
Church  at  Corinth? 

Firstly  there  is  the  controversy  about  who  was  baptized  by  whom.  The  various  parties 
there  claim  to  belong  to  Apollos  or  Cephas  or  Paul  or  Christ.  Is  Christ  then  divided? 
asks  St  Paul.  And  who  was  crucified  for  you?  In  whose  name  were  you  then  baptized? 
With  these  sharp  rhetorical  questions  Saint  Paul  drives  the  point  home  that  the 
community  there  is  in  a state  of  disarray,  because  it  has  strayed  away  from  the  rock 
from  which  it  was  known.  You  do  not  belong  to  yourselves  he  reminds  them,  but  you 
belong  to  Christ,  and  Christ  to  God.  For  you  were  bought  at  a price,  so  that  each  one 
of  you  may  become  a temple  of  the  indwelling  Spirit  of  God.  At  baptism,  God  begins 
his  new  creation  in  the  life  of  each  person:  the  old  sinful  life  becomes  a thing  of  the 
past,  and  the  new  life  in  Christ  begins.  This  new  life  in  Christ,  is  not  solitary,  but  is 
lived  in  his  body,  the  Church,  into  which  baptized  persons  are  gathered  up,  and  grafted 
by  the  Spirit  of  God.  As  members  of  Chris’s  body,  Christians  are  members  one  of 
another.  This  is  the  new  reality  of  this  new  recreated  and  transfigured  humanity.  In 
Jesus  Christ  God  has  made  himself  a gift  to  each  member  of  the  body,  and  has  in  so 
doing  given  the  members  of  the  body  to  one  another,  and  the  whole  body  to  the  world. 
Christians,  says  St  Paul,  are  a letter  from  Christ,  written  not  with  ink,  but  with  the 
Spirit  of  the  living  God  and  written  not  on  stone  tablet,  but  on  the  pages  of  the  human 
heart. 

So  we  have  come  together  from  different  parts  of  a divided  world,  and  from  different 
sections  of  a divided  Church.  Like  the  Corinthians,  we  carry  labels,  which  manifest  the 
intrusion  of  sinful  disobedience  into  our  common  life  in  the  body.  Yet  again  St  Paul 
puts  his  penetrating  questions  to  us,  as  he  did  to  the  Church  at  Corinth.  Is  Christ  then 
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divided?  Were  you  baptized  Anglican  or  Lutheran,  or  Orthodox  or  Roman  Catholic,  or 
were  you  baptized  into  Christ?  Who  was  crucified  for  you  and  where  lies  your  true 
Christian  identity?  There  is  surely  something  very  odd  and  fundamentally  wrong  with 
us  when  we  acknowledge  that  we  were  made  to  drink  of  the  one  Spirit  and  yet  continue 
happily  in  our  divided  state. 

We  have  to  admit  that  the  Church  as  we  know  it  is  a contradiction  of  our  common 
foundation,  our  common  life  in  the  Spirit,  and  of  our  common  goal  in  the  Kingdom. 
We  have  to  ask  ourselves  why  the  complacency  in  the  face  of  the  challenging  and 
disconcerting  questions  put  to  us  by  St  Paul.  Who  was  crucified  for  us,  and  what  is  our 
responsibility  to  him,  to  one  another  as  members  of  His  body  and  to  the  world  He  came 
to  save?  These  questions  take  us  to  the  second  manifestation  of  division  in  the  Church 
at  Corinth. 

It  appears  that  at  the  Eucharist,  division  according  to  social  rank  or  privileged  status, 
has  raised  its  ugly  head.  For  those  who  are  well  to  do  arrive  early  and  consume  on  their 
own,  what  is  available  for  all  to  share.  The  result  is,  that  when  slaves  and  poorer 
members  of  the  body  arrive  later,  there  is  no  food  or  drink  left.  Words  fail  to  express 
St  Paul’s  indignation.  How  can  I commend  you  for  this?  he  asks  them.  All  I can  say 
is  that  it  is  not  the  Lord’s  supper  you  celebrate  when  you  meet,  but  instead,  you  gather 
in  order  to  bring  judgement  upon  yourselves,  he  warned  them  very  sternly.  Perhaps  the 
dividing  line  for  the  Church  in  our  generation  is  not  so  much  between  rich  and  poor, 
but  rather  between  one  in-group  and  another,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  turn  into  a human 
celebration  what  in  reality  is  a foretaste  of  the  heavenly  banquet,  prepared  by  the 
bridegroom  for  the  bride.  For  as  you  eat  and  drink  you  celebrate  the  Lord’s  death,  until 
his  coming  again.  No  doubt  we  have,  all  our  answers  ready  to  defend  our  current 
eucharist  practices,  but  there  is  no  way  of  getting  around  the  difficulty  that  when  we 
meet  as  Christ’s  body,  we  fall  into  sharply  divided  groups.  And  the  sacrifice  on  the 
cross  which  is  meant  to  draw  us  into  and  sustain  us  in  the  community  of  the  Blessed 
Trinity,  has  indeed  and  alas  become  the  focus  of  controversy  and  disunity.  Is  Christ 
then  divided?  asks  the  unbelieving  world  around  us?  Where  are  to  be  seen  the  signs  of 
this  new  creation? 

St  Paul  maintains  that  in  the  one  body  there  are  varieties  of  gifts,  but  it  is  the  same 
Spirit,  who  distributes  them  and  there  are  varieties  of  ministries  but  it  is  the  same  Lord 
who  is  at  work  in  them.  Variety  is  one  thing,  but  the  discord  which  we  manifest  to  the 
world  quite  another.  Can  we  in  our  present  state  of  disarray  offer  to  a world  in  turmoil 
something  of  God’s  vision  for  humanity  in  the  21st  century?  Let  us  assume  that  the  two 
great  pillars  of  division  in  the  form  of  nationalism  and  privilege  will  continue  for  some 
time  to  exercise  the  minds  of  many,  and  demand  considerable  time  and  effort  in  the 
21st  century.  If  that  is  a correct  assumption  to  make,  shall  we  then  be  able  to  speak  up 
for  mutual  understanding,  acceptance  and  respect  of  human  beings  of  one  another, 
across  the  barriers  of  language,  culture  and  race,  if  ours  is  a language  of  acrimony  and 
our  culture  one  of  bigotry  and  confessional  chauvinism?  What  can  we  with  integrity  say 
to  a world  threatened  with  violence  by  intolerant  and  intransigent  right  wing  groups, 
when  we  still  show  reluctance  to  receive  and  live  out  the  gift  of  our  common  baptism? 
Can  the  eye  say  to  the  ear,  the  body  does  not  need  you? 
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I suggest  that  we  need  to  consider  two  things  as  a matter  of  great  urgency.  The  first  is 
the  place  of  metanoia  in  our  personal  and  corporate  life.  Metanoia  is  a continual  turning 
to  God,  in  penitence  and  faith,  because  it  is  he  alone  who  is  able  to  conform  us  to  the 
image  of  his  Son.  We  need  his  help  to  enable  us  to  recognise  in  one  another  the  icon 
of  the  Second  Adam  from  heaven.  The  second  thing  is  that  we  need  as  an  inspiration 
for  our  ecumenical  journey,  the  challenge  and  the  promise  of  that  perfect  union  in 
God’s  kingdom.  Both  these  things  are  offered  to  us  in  the  sacrifice  of  Calvary.  The 
Cross  is  the  gateway  to  a true  metanoia  and  the  good  news  of  our  invitation  to  the 
heavenly  banquet.  At  the  Eucharist  we  meet  the  Lamb  who  was  crucified  and  the 
bridegroom  who  is  ready  to  welcome  us  into  the  Father’s  Kingdom.  From  the 
perspective  of  the  final  consummation,  the  Eucharist  is  a sign  that  in  Jesus  Christ, 
God’s  bountiful  fare  has  become  accessible  to  all  and  sundry.  When  they  partake  of  the 
common  cup,  Christians  demonstrate  to  the  World,  that  God  is  calling  the  rich  and  the 
poor  nations  of  the  earth  to  a common  life,  in  which  his  own  resources  are  to  be  pulled, 
and  distributed  equitably.  The  Eucharist  is  the  Sacrament  of  unity,  not  of  a static  kind, 
but  one  whose  analogy  is  the  relationship  between  husband  and  wife.  Sacramental  unity 
is  a growing  realisation  that  in  the  new  creation  God  has  made  human  beings  a gift  to 
each  other  because  in  Jesus  Christ,  He  himself  is  the  gift  to  them  all. 

I pray  that  we  may  be  granted  afresh  a vision  of  what  it  entails  to  be  in  Christ  or  in  His 
body.  I pray  that  the  Church  may  be  rejuvenated  by  the  Spirit  of  Pentecost  so  that  it 
may  become  exuberant  in  love,  becoming  a silent  but  nonetheless  eloquent  testimony 
to  the  validity  of  God’s  promise  of  a new  heaven  and  a new  earth. 
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CLOSING  WORSHIP 
Sermon 

V.Rev.  Prof.  Emmanuel  Clapsis 


If  Christ  would  accept  our  invitation  to  be  the  keynote  speaker  to  the  Fifth  World 
Conference  on  Faith  and  Order,  what  would  He  tell  to  the  churches?  How  would  He 
judge  the  ecumenical  journey  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Movement  from  Lausanne  (1927) 
to  Santiago  de  Compostela  (1993)?  Such  questions  should  be  raised  in  the  context  of 
worship  as  we  praise  God  for  all  the  gift  of  life  that  He  has  bestowed  upon  His  people. 
Responses  to  such  questions  can  only  be  provisional  an  outcome  of  reflection  upon  the 
word  of  God  and  critical  appreciation  of  the  fruits  of  ecumenism.  For  such  reflection, 
I have  chosen  a passage  from  the  Gospel  of  St  John  16:12-15. 

"I  have  yet  many  things  to  say  to  you,  but  you  cannot  bear  them  now.  When  the 
Spirit  of  truth  comes,  he  will  guide  you  into  all  the  truth,  for  he  will  not  speak  on 
his  own  authority,  but  whatever  he  hears  he  will  speak,  and  he  will  declare  to  you 
the  things  that  are  to  come. " 

Here  we  have  an  anticipation  of  the  eschatological  gifts  that  the  Holy  Spirit  brings  to 
the  world  through  the  risen  Christ.  The  Holy  Spirit  declares  and  makes  reality  things 
related  to  God  and  the  risen  Christ.  What  is  important  for  us  to  note  is  the  fact  that  the 
disciples  of  Jesus,  although  they  knew  Him  personally  and  participated  in  his  salvific 
ministry,  had  to  wait  for  the  Spirit  to  guide  them  into  "all  the  truth"  since  they  could 
not  bear  what  Christ  wanted  to  say  to  them.  But  even  after  they  had  received  the  Spirit 
of  God,  Christians  continue  to  disagree  on  the  nature  of  the  Christian  mission  to  the 
world  and  the  understanding  of  the  faith.  In  the  book  of  Acts,  the  Apostolic  Council  of 
Jerusalem  becomes  the  model  of  a conciliar  process  by  which  disagreements  in  the 
Church  can  be  resolved  as  the  people  of  God  become  attentive  to  the  guidance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  The  Holy  Spirit  enables  the  people  of  God  to  dialogue  for  the  unity  of  all 
int  ruth.  Dialogue  is  a constitutive  characteristic  of  an  authentic  Christian  community, 
In  dialogue  the  community  becomes  aware  of  its  diverse  gifts  and  transforms  its 
situations  of  disagreement  into  opportunities  of  greater  appreciation  and  respect  of  the 
uniqueness  of  each  of  its  members.  Life  in  communion  with  God  and  the  other  as  we 
experience  it  in  history  is  intrinsically  dynamic.  It  is,  however,  a provisional  experience 
of  our  future  marked  by  the  reality  of  the  cross. 

The  cross  needs  to  be  recognized  in  the  theology  of  communion  that  expresses  our 
vision  of  "things  that  are  to  come"  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  If  the  cross  stamps 
permanently  the  life  of  communion  in  history,  the  reality  of  resurrection  provides  us 
with  the  certainty  that  the  future  belongs  not  to  the  forces  of  evil,  of  darkness  or 
separation,  but  to  God. 

The  Faith  and  Order  Movement  at  this  time  has  begun  to  experience  the  cross  that 
stamps  the  life  of  communion  in  history.  Churches,  Christian  communions  and  many 
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ecumenists  are  currently  suffering  from  an  "ecumenical  fatigue".  They  wonder  whether 
dialogue  among  Christian  churches  can  lead  into  unity.  Realistically  speaking,  they  have 
surrendered  their  hope,  the  vision  of  One  Church  as  communion  of  many  particular 
churches.  Such  attitudes  are  justified  by  an  increasing  number  of  good  as  well  as  bad 
reasons.  It  is  certain  that  churches,  despite  their  rhetoric  continue  to  act  as  institutions 
of  this  world.  Some  churches  identify  ecumenism  in  its  bureaucratic  expression  as 
syncretistic  and  void  of  God’s  uniting  grace.  Despite  all  these  serious  problems  that 
ecumenism  is  facing,  the  churches  continue  to  believe  that  it  is  their  vocation  to 
continue  their  common  journey  towards  unity. 

How  would  Christ  speak  to  this  situation  at  Santiago  de  Compostela?  Certainly,  he  will 
hear  our  prayers  for  unity.  God  will  rejoice  to  see  the  representatives  of  the  Churches 
united  in  hope  and  prayer.  He  will  send  the  Holy  Spirit  to  renew  the  commitment  of 
all  churches  to  the  visible  expression  of  their  eschatological  unity.  We  must  invoke  the 
Spirit  of  truth  and  unity  and  be  willing  to  follow  it  wherever  it  takes  the  people  of  God. 

In  fact,  God  may  read  our  preparatory  document  and  discern  our  anxiety  about  the 
future.  He  knows  very  well  our  disunity  and  its  causes.  He  may  appreciate  the  sincerity 
or  our  intentions.  But  I am  convinced  that  He  would  say  to  the  churches  what  Jesus  said 
to  His  disciples:  "I  have  yet  many  things  to  say  to  you,  but  you  cannot  bear  them  now. 
When  the  Spirit  of  truth  comes,  he  will  guide  you  into  all  the  truth,  for  he  will  not 
speak  on  his  own  authority,  but  whatever  He  hears  He  will  speak,  and  He  will  declare 
to  you  the  things  that  are  to  come."  Yet  today  we  may  not  understand  how  it  is  possible 
to  overcome  our  disunity,  but  we  must  leave  the  future  open  for  God’s  decisive 
intervention.  Such  recognition  must  allow  the  Holy  Spirit  to  judge  and  change  our 
present  perception  of  His  Word  that  seems  to  perpetuate  self-sufficiency  and  infidelity 
to  Christ’s  calling.  It  is  possible  for  the  churches  to  absolutize  their  particular  gifts  and 
interpretations  of  the  Gospel  to  such  an  extent  that  they  refuse  to  see  the  gift  of  the 
other  having  its  origins  to  God.  The  past  and  the  present  differences  of  the  churches 
will  be  challenged  at  Compostela  as  we  recognize  or  rather  re-affirm  the  authority  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  lead  us  into  unity  and  truth.  The  freedom  of  the  Spirit  to  act  always 
in  surprising  ways  must  help  us  become  more  attentive  to  voices  of  renewal  not  only 
of  our  churches,  but  the  way  that  we,  as  Faith  and  Order,  do  our  work.  At  Compostela, 
in  difficult  moments,  I will  remember  what  Christ  said  to  his  disciples:  "I  have  yet 
many  things  to  say  to  you,  but  you  cannot  bear  them  now.  When  the  Spirit  of  truth 
comes,  he  will  guide  you  into  all  the  truth."  With  this  attitude  we  should  try  to  listen 
to  different  voices  as  possible  new  insights  of  God’s  Spirit  towards  the  unity  of  the 
churches.  We  must  go  to  Compostela  praying: 


Spirit  of  unity, 
Reconcile  you  people. 
Give  us  the  wisdom 
to  hold  to  what  we  need 
to  be  your  church. 
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Give  us  the  grace 
to  lay  down 

those  things  that  you  can  do  without. 

Give  us  a vision  of  your  breadth 
and  length  and  height 
which  will  challenge  our 
smallness  of  heart 
and  bring  us  humbly  together. 
Come,  Holy  Spirit, 
renew  the  whole  creation. 
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